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Havdalah time by stars seen only at night; unhatched eggs unconditionally pareve, but udders
are not to be roasted with meat, the short version of Hamavdil; no drinking after the zimun.
Obligatory Hallel on Rosh Hodesh; distance from one who is excommunicated; to whom do we
say KallahNaah, or the blessing of theBa'alHaBayit; how long is meat to be salted?

All these are issues that in the copy of Rif likely to have been available to Rambam and most
Rishonim, the decision differs from "our" printed version. From the Bet Yosef onwards, Poskim
have been misled by the “innovative” version in print. A trend can be found of Europeanization
of the Rif in later manuscripts and printed editions, that align the Rif with the Rosh and opposed
to Rambam. In this series of articles | will present a few examples that have been discovered in
Alfasi manuscript research, conducted in preparation for the scientific edition of the Rif, to be
published by Hamaor in their Shas, hopefully before the Rif's 1,000nth birthday, coming up next
year.

An introduction to this research effort has been presented in Yeshurun 18 (2007).

First I will provide a few examples of the process of Europeanization of the Alfasi, through the
later manuscripts and early prints. I'll then present four categories of corrupted versions found in
print: 1. Intentional changes. 2. Defective copy. 3. Additional passages that corrupt the resulting
decision. 4. Extracted passages that corrupt the resulting decision.
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