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Chanukas Habayis Melave Malkah
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Dear Friends and Family,

In honor of the approaching festival of Purim we are enclosing two articles written by our father, Rabbi
Tovia Preschel regarding special Mishloach Manos which were sent as spiritual food. These were either in
the form of songs or commentaries on the Book of Esther by talmidei chachamim.

Our father learned for many years in Etz Chaim Yeshiva under Rabbi Elya Lopian zt”] and was a ben
bayis by the London Av Beis Din, Rav Yechezkel Abramsky z¢”l. Although he received semicha from Dayan
Rav Yisroel Yitzchok Reiseman zt”] of the Edah Chareidis and Rabbi Sholom Safrin zt”/ Komarna Rebbe of
Yerushalayim, our father never introduced himself as rabbi, only as “Preschel” His modesty is personified
by his name—Tovia (another name for Moshe Rabbeinu who was DX 5am Y.

We are grateful to Hashem that our father’s modesty is being rewarded so soon after his petirah with a
Melaveh Malkah/Chanukas Habayis and a shul named after him .

The shul, which will be called Beis Medrash Ohr Tovia, is led by Rabbi Henoch Shachar shlita, a promi-
nent Talmid Chacham, and grandson of the Radziner Rebbe, Rabbi Yeruchom Lainer z¢”I. Our father spent
much time discussing learning with the Rebbe in London while he was a bachur in Yeshiva and then later
in the United States when the Rebbe established his shul in Boro Park. We are pleased that two talmidei
chachamim of yesteryear are linked together through this shul, where Torah is imbibed on a daily basis.

We plan to distribute a Kovetz Maamarei Tovia at the dinner which will include an article that our fa-
ther wrote for the Shloshim of Rabbi Henoch Shachar’s uncle, Rabbi Mordechai Yosef Lainer zt”], former
Radziner Rebbe, which includes much information about Rabbi Shachar’s grandfather, Rabbi Yeruchum
Lainer, zt”l.

We would be honored if you would join us in the Melaveh Malkah which will pay tribute to our
father, and to the esteemed spiritual leader, Rabbi Henoch Shachar shlita.

The Melaveh Malkah will take place on Motzaei Shabbos Parshas Vayikra, March 8, at the new Beis
Medrash, Beis Medrash Ohr Tovia, located at 969 East End Ave, in Lakewood, NJ. The program begins
at 8:45, with Birchas Hamazon at 10:45.

And in the zechus of this special gathering for Kovod HaTorah, may our mother Chana Rochel bas
Sarah (Flam) have a Refuah Sheleimah.

The event is very soon, so please make a note of the date now.

Looking forward to greeting you,

The Preschels and Herzogs

P.S. Rabbi and Mrs. Chaggai Preschel will Bezras Hashem be joining us from Yerushalayim. Rabbi C. Preschel

will be making a siyum and speaking at the dinner.
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Introduction

Our family feels tremendous gratitude to Hashem that within only weeks of the passing of our
father, Rabbi Tovia Preschel z”], he merited to have a shul “Ohr Tovia” named after him, as well as
two books published, containing some of his writings..

I, unlike my three brothers who have the privilege of fulfilling mitzvas Kibud Av by reciting
Kaddish for my father, am pleased that I can also fulfill the mitzvah of Kibud Horim by publishing
this Kovetz.

Working on this book has been a tremendous consolation to me. I have been voraciously read-
ing many of my father’ articles, some of which are dated back to the 1940s, when he was only in
his mere twenties. I have also, through the use of special computer software, been privy to the nu-
merous books, journals and articles in which Rabbanim and authors have either quoted my father’s
writings or thanked him profusely for his generous assistance in helping them with their sources.

Before the existence of “Google” or software, my father was the “encyclopedia” or “computer”
that thousands of people would turn to. They would approach him for help in person, by mail or
telephone, with their literary projects, whether they be Seforim, dissertations, thesis or articles in
Torah or Jewish journals. Since he had a phenomenal memory as well as quite a good library, he
was able to help many aspiring Talmidei Chachomim and scholars. He did this all without remu-
neration and with much generosity of his time.

During each trip that he made on the subway back from Manhattan after sitting in a library all
day, his brilliant mind would be digesting and incorporating more and more knowledge that he
would disseminate both privately in person and publicly through his publications.

My father contributed articles to at least seven encyclopedias that I have discovered thus far.

I have included entries from the Encyclopedia Talmudit in Hebrew and in English which show
his role as contributor as well as entries on a variety of topics to Encyclopedias Ivrit, Judaica, and
Americana.

The Hebrew article that appeared in the Israeli Hamodia in honor of his Shloshim is repub-
lished here. Missing inadvertently from the article is the byline of one of the writers who spoke to
me during the Shiva and who incorporated much of that information in the article. Her name is
Chavy Rappaport of Ramat Shlomo, Jerusalem. I know my father would have wanted her credited.

Since it is before Purim, I have chosen two articles my father has written regarding Mishloach
Manos, one of which was quoted by Rabbi Ephraim Greenblatt zt”l in his Rivevos Ephraim.
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Rabbi Greenblatt passed away within days of my father . In fact their obituaries appeared in
the Yated Neeman on facing pages. One could imagine my excitement when I discovered that
Rabbi Greenblatt had been familiar with my father’s writings. I wondered if they were meeting in
Shamayim and enjoying discussing how wonderful it is up there meeting their parents and great
Talmidei Chachomim of yesteryear.

I also have included many introductions and important descriptions of prominent Haggados
published by the Diskin Orphan Home as well as articles on the forthcoming Pesach holiday.

Many who will be reading this book have never met or known my father. In the invitation that
was extrended for tonight's Melaveh Malkah, we mentioned that even though our father had Semi-
cha, he never called himself “Rabbi” but always introduced himself as “Preschel”

He was not only the epitome of modesty, but was also very sensitive about not making people
jealous. The following story illustrates his character.

My mother Chana Rochel (Flam) Preschel shetichye once related to me that soon after their
marriage, they received a wedding gift, a beautiful china tea set. They were living in Jerusalem, only
four years after the establishment of the State of Israel and not long after the Holocaust. Since they
barely had furniture, my mother took a tablecloth, spread it on a trunk (an old fashioned suitcase)
and displayed the tea set on it. My mother told me she had been looking forward to showing it to
my father.

When my father returned home his response was, “Rachel, please put everything away. I don't
want our friends to see it. I am afraid they will be jealous when they discover how rich we are”

My mother told me she immediately packed everything away realizing then that she had better
not invest any energy or time in beautifying their apartment.

Now that my mother needs a refuah sheleimah, may my father be a «w» y*5n for his mw> mw
mhya e e,

Pearl Herzog
Adar 4, 5774
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Mishloach Manot of Rabbis and Scholars

BY Tovia Preschel

Rabbis, scholars and writers used to send
on Purim—in addition to the traditional
Mishloah Manot—spiritual food to their dear
ones: a song, a study, even an entire book,
they had written.

In this article only a few of such “manot”
(“portions”, “gifts”) can be mentioned.

Rabbi Shlomo Alkabetz, the author of Le-
kha Dodi—wrote a commentary on the Book
of Esther and sent it as a Purim present to his
future father-in-law.

In the introduction to the commentary,
he tells us how he came to write it. It was in
1529, with the approach of Purim, the season
for sending gifts, he felt extremely bad, for he
did not know what present he could give to
Yitzchak HaKohen, his future father-in-law,
the father of his bride. Finally he decided to
write a commentary on the Book of Esther
and send it to R. Yitzchak. He was sure that
he would enjoy the present, for the man was
a lover of Torah. The commentary was, in-
deed, very well received by the entire family.
Alkabetz'tuture brother-in-law Yosef HaKo-
hen, even wrote a poem in its honor.

The commentary which the author called
Manot HaLevi (“Gifts of the Levite”—Alka-
betz was a Levite), was first printed in Venice
in 1585.

Rabbi Moshe Isserles the great Halakhic
authority of Ashkenazi Jewry served as rabbi
and Rosh Yeshiva in Cracow. In 1556 he was
forced to leave Cracow because a plague rav-
aged the city. He moved temporarily to Szyd-
lowiec. Food was scarce and Purim could not

be celebrated with “feasting and gladness”
However, Rabbi Isserles sought delight and
joy by immersing himself in the study of the
Book of Esther. He wrote a commentary on
the Megillah and sent it as a Purim present
to his father, who was one of the leaders of
Cracow’s Jewish community. The commen-
tary which was named by Rabbi Isserles Ma-
hir Yayin, was first printed in Cremona, Italy,
in 1559.

On Purim of the year 1629, Rabbi Mo-
ses Samson Bachrach who served as rabbi in
Worms and in other communities, wrote a
song for the welcoming of the Sabbath. He
composed it for his wife, “that she might play
it on an instrument.” The song was published
in the periodical Shomer Zion HaNeeman in
the year 5619 (1858-1859).

R. Yekuthiel (Gordon) ben R. Yehuda
Leib of Vilna left his native country in order
to study medicine in Padua, Italy. During his
stay there he became a disciple of R. Moshe
Chaim Luzzatto. After his return to Poland
he resided in Grodno and Brest Litovsk. On
the occasion of Purim he sent to R. Shlomo
Zalman Segal Sinzheim, a communal leader,
a poem telling the story of Esther. The initial
letters of the words of each line of the poem
form the word Megilla (in the first line, the
initial letters are read from right to left; in the
second line they should be read backwards
from left to right; in the third line—again
from right to left; in the fourth—from left to
right; and so on).

The poem was printed by L. Schlossberg
in Vienna in 1879.!

1 Rabbi Eliezer Ashkenazi, famous 16" century rabbi who served in various communities, dedicated his commentary on the
Book of Esther, called Yosef Lekah, to Don Joseph Nassi, but we do not know whether he actually sent him a copy as a gift

for Purim.
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The Amsterdam Haggadah, 1662

The Haggadah, which is reproduced here,
was printed in Amsterdam in 1662. It was
modeled on Haggadoth published in Venice
several decades earlier.

In 1599 an illustrated Haggadah, reflected
the influence of Haggadoth printed earlier in
Mantua, was published in Venice. It feature
the order of the Seder in Judeo-Italian, Ju-
deo-German and Judeo-Spanish, as well as a
commentary by Rabbi Yosef of Padua. Rabbi
Yosef of Padua was active as a printer and
publisher in Mantua during the second half
of the sixteenth century and his commentary
first appeared in Haggadoth printed in that
city.

The Venice Haggadah was reprinted in
Venice two years later with vaiations in ty-
pography and format. One important addi-
tion was a moralistic interpretation of the or-
der of the Sedr by Rabbi Moshe Alshek, the
famous Bible commentator, who for many
years was a rabbi and teacher in Safed. The
publishers of the Haggadah received the in-
terpretation from Rabbi Hayyim Alshek, the
son of Rabbi Moshe, who was then in Venice,
reissuing some of his late father’s pulished
works and printing those which had remained
in manuscript.

The Amsterdam Haggadah, 1662, is an
imitation of the 1601 edition of the Venice
Haggadah, though the layout is different
and there are differences in typography. The
Amsterdam Haggadah contains the illustra-
tions and all the features of the Venice Hag-
gadah: The order of the Seder in Judeo-Ital-
ian, Jeudeo-German and Judeo-Spanish, the
commentary by Yosef of Padua, the Hebrew
Seder instructions and, finally, Rabbi Moshe
Alshek’s interpretation (with the introduction
of the Venice publishers!). Some of the illus-
trations appear here reversed. This is due to
the copyer’s failure to reverse the illustrations
as he transferred them to the wood blocks
from which they wre printed. (Note that the
two figures, each holding a cup, printed in the
margins of the Kiddush and Havdala, respec-
tively, are left handed. In the Venice Hag-
gadah, each holds the cup in the right hand).

The title page of the Amsterdam Hagga-
dah is altogether different from that of the
Venice Haggadah. In addition to the hymn
“Adir Hu” and its Judeo-German version,
the Amsterdam Haggadah contains the songs
“Ehad Mi Yode’a” and “Had Gadya” and their
Judeo-German versions. These two songs do
not appear at all in the Haggadoth printed in

1 Abraham Yaari in his “Bibliography of the Passover Haggadah” (Jerusalem, 1960) lists only one edition of the Venice
Haggadah, 1601 {p. 4, no. 29). However there seem to have tw editions. One contained the grace after Meals according
to the Sefardi ritual. The other featured the Ashkenazi Grace after Meals (printed as the very end of the Haggadah). The
Ashkenazi edition, apparently, did not contain Rabbi Alshek’s above mentioned interpretation of the order of the Seder. The
Venice Haggadah, 1601, was reprinted with modification, in 1603 and 1604. Yaari mentions only one edition of the 1602
Haggadah (p. 4, no. 30). Of this Haggadah, too, two editions appeared. In one of these the Ashkenazi Grace after Meals was
printed in the margins of Shfokh Hamatkha and following parts of the text.
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Venice in 1599 and 1601. The Grace after
Meals in the Amsterdam Haggadah follows
the Ashkenazi ritual.

During the second half of the seventeenth
century when this Haggadah was printed,
Amsterdam, which had both a Sefardi and
Ashkenazi community, was a center of He-
brew printing, boasting several printshops.
This Haggadah was printed by Uri Phoebus
ben Aaron Halevi, who after working for
other Hebrew printers in the city, opened his
own press in 1657. His firm was active in
Amsterdam for more than three decades until

he moved to Zolkiev, Poland.

16

The Amsterdam Haggadah, 1662, is very
rare. It was kindly made available for repro-
duction by the Moldovan Family Collection
of Jewish Art, which includes a rich assort-
ment of old Haggadoth.

This is another Haggadah of historical and
artistic interest reproduced by the Diskin Or-
phan Home of Isrtael, which this year marks
one hundred years of devoted care given to
orphaned and homeless children.

We are indebted to Rabbi Munish Wein-
traub, the director of the institution, for his
efforts to have this interesting Haggadah re-
produced.

Tovia Preschel, 1981
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The Matteh Aharon Haggadah, 1710

The Jewish community of Frankfort on the
Main was one of the oldest and most important
in Germany. A Jewish community was already
in existence there in the twelfth century. In 1241
the populace attacked the Jews. All who refused
baptism—and they were the great majority of
the circa 200 Jews then living in the city—were
murdered or died by their own hand. Several
decades later there was again a Jewish commu-
nity in Frankfort. However, it was wiped out
in 1349, when most of the Jews were killed by
the populace and the rest fled. Not many years
later Jews settled once more in the city. In 1462
they were confined to a Ghetto. In 1520 there
were 250 Jews in Frankfort; in 1580, 1200, and
by 1600 their number had increased to 2200.
In 1614, during the insurrection led by Vincent
Fettmilch, the Ghetto was pillaged by the mob
and the Jews were expelled. After the revolt had
died down, the Jews were invited to come back
and their official return took place in February
1616. In 1711 a fire, which originated in the
house of Rabbi Naphtali Katz, the rabbi of the
community, destroyed almost the entire Ghet-
to. In 1796 the Ghetto was again destroyed by
fire when the French bombarded the city.

The Jews of Frankfort suffered from many
legal disabilities and paid various taxes to the
king and city council. Their situation began
to improve after Frankfort, which since early
in the 13™ century had been a free imperial
city, became part of the Napolean-sponsored
“Confederation of the Rhine” (1806) and later
the capital of the “Grand Duchy of Frankfort”
(1810). In 1811 the Ghetto was finally abolished
and the Jews were declared equal citizens. But

20

when following the fall of Napoleon, Frankfort
once again became a free city, many of the old
restrictions against the Jews were reintroduced.
In 1849 full citizenship was granted to Frank-
fort’s Jews, but this was later repealed and it was
not until 1864 that their last disabilities were
removed.

The Frankfort Ghetto was a citadel of Jew-
ish learning. Leading rabbis served in the city
and their Yeshivas attracted large numbers of
students. Rabbis active in the city included: Isa-
iah Horowitz, Shabbetai Sheftel Horowitz, Aar-
on Samuel Koidanover (17" century), Naphtali
Katz, Abraham Broda, Jacob Joshua Falk and
Pinhas Horowitz (18" century). Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch was the spiritual leader of the
“Israelitische Religionsgesellschaft” from 1851
until his death in 1888.

Mayer Amschel Rothschild and his five
sons, founders and leaders of the banking firm
which for a long time was regarded as the most
powerful in the world, were born in the Frank-
fort Ghetto.

Beginning with their emergence from the
Ghetto until the advent of the Hitler regime,
the Jews of Frankfort made great contributions
to the economic life of the city. Jewish philan-
thropists endowed a variety of cultural and so-
cial institutions.

In 1817 there were in Frankfort about 3300
Jews, in 1871, 10,000 and in 1900, 22,000, com-
prising 7.5% of the general population.

In 1933, the year the Nazis rose to power,
there were about 26,000 Jews in Frankfort. Un-
til 1941 it was possible to emigrate. In that year
the deportation of the city’s remaining Jews,
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who numbered about 15,000, was begun.

After World War II a new Jewish commu-
nity was established in the city.

There were several Hebrew printing presses
active in Frankfort. Until the nineteenth cen-
tury the city did not license Jewish printing es-
tablishments; therefore until then the Hebrew
print shops were owned by non-Jews.

Many editions of the Haggadah were print-
ed in Frankfort. The first was the “Matteh Aha-
ron” Haggadah which appeared in 1678. It was
named for the commentary by Rabbi Aaron
Teomim, which accompanied the text. Rabbi
Aaron Teomim, who had been a preacher in
Prague, was then rabbi of Worms. Later he
became rabbi of Cracow. He was murdered in
1690.

The second Haggadah to appear in Frank-
fort also featured the commentary by Rabbi
Aaron Teomim. It was printed in 1710 and was
published by Rabbi Aryeh Judah Leib Teomim
(Schnapper), a son of Rabbi Aaron Teomim and
a member of the Frankfort rabbinical court.

A new Haggadah edition with illustrations
printed from copper engravings had appeared
in Amsterdam in 1695. This Haggadah was
widely copied throughout the Jewish world.

The 1710 edition of the “Matteh Aharon”
Haggadah is almost a complete replica of the
1695 Amsterdam Haggadah. It displays the
same features as the Amsterdam Haggadah—
the Order of the Seder and the instructions for
its observance in Hebrew, Judeo-German and
Judeo-Spanish: both the Ashkenazi and the Se-
fardi versions of the Grace after Meals, the Ju-
deo-German versions of the hymns “Adir Hu’,
“Ehad Mi Yodea” and “Had Gadya’, as well as
the short esoteric commentary “Perush Al Pi

21

HaSod”. The Haggadah also contains the same
pictures—very faithful imitations—as the Am-
sterdam Haggadah, and like those of the lat-
ter Hagaddah they were printed from copper
plates.

The various parts of the 1710 edition of the
Haggadah are printed in the same type as in the
Amsterdam Haggadah. Even the layout of the
text and the position of the illustrations are the
same.

But the Haggadoth differ in the illustrations
on their title pages. The Frankfort Haggadah
also does not contain the map of the Land of
Israel found in the Amsterdam Haggadah.

However the main distinction between
the two Haggadoth is that they do not offer
the same principal commentaries. In the Am-
sterdam Haggadah the text is accompanied by
the commentary of Don Isaac Abravanel. The
Frankfort Haggadah contains instead the “Mat-
teh Aharon” commentary.

The 1710 edition of the “Matteh Aharon”
Haggadah does not indicate the name of the
printer who produced it. It may be assumed
that it was printed by Johann Koellner who
was then active as a printer in Frankfort. In the
same year—171---Koellner also printed anoth-
er work by Rabbi Aaron Teomim, a volume of
sermons, entitled “Bigdei Aharon”

This facsimile edition of the 1710 edition
of the Matteh Aharon Haggadah is published
by the Diskin Orphan Home of Jerusalem to
grace the Seder table of its friends and sup-
porters. We are all indebted to Rabbi Munish
Weintraub, the director of the worthy institu-
tion, for his efforts in having this Haggadah
reproduced.

Tovia Preschel, 1982
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The Venice Haggadah, 1716

The Haggadah, wich is reproduced here,
was printed in Venice in 1716. It is richly il-
lustrated and includes a Judeo-Italian transla-
tion of the text and the Seder instructions as
well as Tzli Esh, an abridged version of Isaac
Abarbanel’s commentary, called Zevah Pesah.
Both were prepared by Rabbi Leon Modena
(1571-1648), rabbi in Venice and one of the
most colorful Jewish personalities of his time.

Modena originally prepared his transla-
tion and the abridgement of th Abarbanel’s
commentary for the Haggadoth printed in
Venice in 1609 and 1629, respectively.

In his introduction to 7zli Esh he writes
that he chose to abridge—for printing with
the Haggadah— Abarbanel’s commentary be-
cause it is the best.

Almost all the illustration of our Hagga-
dah—which is basically a reproduction of the
often reprinted Venice Haggadah, 1629—are
already found in the Haggadah printed in
that city in 1609.

The captions of the illustrations are in Ju-
deo-Italian.

Thelarger woodcuts show the preparations
for Passover, the Seder meal, the story of the
exodus from Egypt and other biblical scenes.
Some of these are based on the Midrash.

24

In addition to numerous vignettes, the
Haggadah also features two series of smaller
illustrations: the various stage of the Seder
and the Ten Plagues.

The illustrations of the Venice Haggadah,
1609, were widely copied and imitated.

The version of the Grace after Meals in our
Haggadah is that of the Italian ritual which
differs from both Ashkenazi and the Sefardi
texts.

The last page contains the songs Ehad Mi
Yodea and Had Gadya, generally sung by the
Ashkenazim, as well as the Judeo-German
version of Adir Hu.

The format of the original Haggadah is 9
x 13 inches.

Rabbi Munish Weintraub, director of the
Diskin Orphan Home, who published various
Haggadoth—including a reproduction of that
printed in Venice in 1609—was instrumental
in the preparation of this facsimile edition.

This new edition of a beautiful, old and
now rare Italian Haggadah is presented by
Diskin Orphan Home of Jerusalem to its
friends as a token of appreciation for their
continue support.

Tovia Preschel, 1991
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The Oppenheim Haggadah, 1719

The illustrated Haggadah, a facsimile of
which is presented here, was produced in
1719 by the scribe Meshullam Zimel. He was
one of the 18" century artist-scribes, who
wrote and illustrated Haggadoth and other
religious books for the new circles of wealthy
Court Jews, intent on adding beauty and el-
egance to religious observance.

Meshullam Zimel came from Polna in Bo-
hemia, and, apparently, lived in Vienna for a
longer period. Other works of his are known.
Two large calligraphic “prayers for the sover-
eign” have been preserved in the Austrian Na-
tional Library. An illustrated book of Sabbath
prayers, produced in Vienna in 1714, is found
in the British Library in London. A Hagga-
dah from the year 1735 with 52 vignettes by
his own hand was once in Pressburg' Vienna’s
pre-Anscluss Jewish Museum was in the pos-
session of an illustrated Haggadah produced
by Meshullam Zimel in 1716.

Our Haggadah was written at the request
of Nathan be Isaac Oppenheim of Vienna, a
member of the most distinguished family of
Court Jews.

In 1699-1670 all Jews were expelled from
Vienna. Before long, however, the absence of
the Jews, who had paid high taxes, was felt by
the authorities and negotiations were begun
for their return. Individual Jews, who it was

thought could be of service to the royal court
or to the city, were permitted to settle in Vi-
enna, but were subject to many restrictions.

The first Jew to settle in Vienna was Sam-
uel Oppenheimer (1630-1703). As a mili-
tary purveyor he supplied the Austrian army
during the wars with France and the Turks.
Samson Wertheimer (1658-1724), a relative,
was at first associated with Oppenheimer. He
served as financial advisor and agent of kings
and princes. After Oppenheimer’s death he
became the chief agent of the court in Vienna.
Banker, statesman, rabbi, philanthropist and
communal leader, Wertheimer was the most
influential Jew of his time. He came to the aid
of many Jewish communities. Both he and
Oppenheimer were great patrons of Jewish
learning.

Isaac Oppenheim (or Oppenheimer) was
a son of Wertheimer’s first wife by a previous
marriage. Wertheimer adopted him as his son
and on account of Wertheimer he was permit-
ted to reside in Vienna. A relative of Samuel
Oppenheimer, a stepson of Samson Wert-
heimer and a son-in-law of wealthy Lazar Pos-
ing Hirschel, Isaac, too, was active as a finan-
cier. His contemporaries praised him for his
generosity. He died in 1739. His son Nathan,
for whom the Haggadah was written, married
a granddaughter of Samuel Oppenheimer.’

1 Ernest M. Namenyi, “The lllumination of Hebrew Manuscripts after the Invention of Printing” in Jewish Art (edited by Cecil

Roth) 1961, pp. 443, 449.

2 Arthur Z. Schwarz, Die hebraeishen Handscriften in Oesterreich, 1931, no. 183.
3 B. Wachstein, Die Inschriften des alten Judenfriedhofes in Wien, part 2, 1917, pp. 245-250.
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This Haggadah, probably, remained in the
Oppenheim family for several generations. It

is now in the possession of the Jewish Nation-
al and University Library in Jerusalem (Heb.
8°5573).

In 1983 it was shown in the Israel Museum
in an exhibit of illustrated eighteenth century
Haggadoth.*

The Haggadah is written in a beautiful
script. Almost all the inside illustrations are
based on the pictures of the 1712 Amsterdam
Haggadah. The title page features a miniature
of the sacrifice of Isaac, flanked by two lions,
the figures of Moses and Aaron as well as
those of King David and King Solomon, and
a picture of a Seder meal.

Both the script and the pen drawings

demonstrate the artist’s good taste and great
talent.

The Haggadah presents the instructions
for the observance of the Seder in Hebrew
and in Judeo-German and contains the Ju-
deo-German versions of the songs Adir Hu,
Ehad Mi Yodea and Had Gadya.

The original Haggadah is written on
parchment. Its size is 167 x 111 mm. Two of
the original pages are missing.

The Diskin Orphan Home is pleased to
present its friends and supporters with a copy
of this historic Haggadah as a token of its ap-
preciation of their assistance. We are all in-
debted to Rabbi Munish Weintraub, director
of the Diskin Orphan Home, for his great ef-
forts to have this Haggadah reproduced.

Tovia Preschel
March 1988

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We wish to express our thanks to Mr. Rafael Weizer and to the directors of the Jewish National and
University Library of Jerusalem for their permission to reproduce this Haggadah (Heb. Ms. 8°5573).

4 On the occasion of the exhibit the Israel Museum published lllustrated Haggadot of the Eighteenth Century {(Hebrew-English)
by Haviva Peled-Carmeli. It contains comments on some of the pictures of our Haggadah.
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The Offenbach Haggadah, 1722

The Haggadah, which is reproduced here,
was printed in Offenbach, Germany, in 1722.
It is largely the product of one family: Grand-
father, father and son.

The commentaries and discussions of the
laws of Passover featured in this Haggadah
were composed by Rabbi Yehuda Leib, who
was rabbi of Horodec, district of Grodno,
White Russia, and by his son, Rabbi Ze’ev
Wolf, who was Rosh Yeshiva and a member
of the rabbinic court of Pinsk.

The Haggadah was published by three
partners. One, Rabbi Shlomo Zalman, a
member of the rabbinic court of the Mainz
region, was son of Rabbi Ze’ev Wolf.

Another partner was Yisrael ben Moshe
Halle, a Hebrew printer. Around 1718, Yisra-
el joined a non-Jewish Offenbach print shop,
which from that time on printed also Hebrew
books.!

The Offenbach Haggadah, 1722, was printed
by Yisrael ben Moshe. It is decorated with thir-
teen pictures, almost all of which are imitations
of the copper plate illustrations of the Hagga-
dah printed in Amsterdam in 1695. The Am-
sterdam Haggadah illustrations were famous
throughout the Jewish world and were widely
copied by printers and manuscript artists.

The illustrations were printed from wood-
cuts. In the order of their appearance in the
Haggadah, the pictures represent the follow-
ing: The Seder of the Sages at Bnei Brak, the
Four Sons, Abraham destroying the idols of
this father, the three angels visiting Abra-
ham, Moses slaying the Egyptian, Pharaoh’s
daughter finding Moses in the Nile, Moses
and Aaron before Pharaoh, the plague of the

frogs and the Egyptians drowning in the sea.
The following two illustrations duplicate the
pictures showing Moses slaying the Egyptian
and the Seder of the Sages in Bnei Brak, re-
spectively. According to their captions they
should represent the Exodus and the Passover
meal in Egypt. The two final pictures are: Da-
vid at prayer and the Temple in Jerusalem.

The captions of the illustrations are the
same as in the Amsterdam Haggadah.

The woodcuts are not original with this
Haggadah. They appeared already in a Hagga-
dah printed in the same print shop a year earlier.

Like contemporary Ashkenazi Haggadoth,
this Haggadah contains the instructions for
the Seder in Hebrew and in Judeo-German as
well as the Judeo-German versions of the songs
“Adir Hu’, “Ehad Mi Yode'a” and “Had Gadya”

In 1722, when this Haggadah was printed,
Offenbach had only a small community with a
small synagogue. Several years later, in 1728-
1729, the Jews of Offenbach with the support of
Jews from other towns built a large synagogue
which served the community for almost two
hundred years. A new synagogue was dedicat-
ed during World War I, when there were about
2000 Jews in Offenbach. The community was
destroyed during the Hitler era. After World
War I a new community was established there.?

This facsimile edition of the Offenbach
Haggadah, 1722,” has been produced by the
Diskin Orphan Home of Israel to grace the
Seder table of its friends and supporters. We
are indebted to Rabbi Munish Weintraub,
its director, for his great efforts to have this
beautiful Haggadah reproduced.

T. Preschel

1 See M. Steinschneider and D. Cassel. Uedishe Typograpie {reprint, Jerusalem, 1938) p. 61; H. D. Friedberg, Toledot Hadefus Haivri...

Shebeiropa Hatikhonit. (Antwerp, 1935} p. 102.

2 See S. Guggenheim, Aus der Vergangenheit der israelitischen Gemeinde zu Offenbach (1915). Zvi Avneri, “Offenbach” in Encyclopagedia

Judaica.

3 The original Haggadah contains, as mentioned above, Halachic discussions of the laws of Passover. The “Hiddushe Dinim” have been

omitted in this edition.
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The Fuerth Haggadah, 1741

“One should know that it is a Mitzva . . . to
tell our children on this night about the exodus
from Egypt . . . for this reason our Sages insti-
tuted the Haggadah to be read on this night.
However . . . in our generation most people,
especially women and children, do not under-
stand it. . . We therefore undertook to trans-
late the Haggadah . . . into German. .. ”

This is part of a lengthy Judeo-German
statement printed on the title page of the
Fuerth Haggadah, which was published in
1741. This Haggadah contains a complete
Judeo-German translation of the original text
as well as detailed instructions, also in Judeo-
German, for the baking of the Mazzoth and
the search for leaven.

The Haggadah, the original size of which
is 12 x 7 1/2 inches, features a number of
small woodcuts. They are, in order of their
appearance: The Seder of the Sages at B'nai
Brak; The Four Sons; Abraham Destroying
his Father’s Idols; The Three Angels Visiting
Abraham; Moses Slaying the Egyptian; Moses
and Aaron before Pharaoh (the rod changing
into a serpent); The Plague of the Frogs; The
Passover Meal in Egypt; and finally, King Da-
vid at Prayer.

Most of the pictures are imitations of
the copper plate illustrations of the Amster-
dam Haggadah of 1695, which were famous
throughout the Jewish world and were widely
copied by printers and manuscript artists.

The title page is adorned with the figures

35

of Moses and Aaron, which appear also on
the title pages of the Amsterdam Haggadah
and of many other Haggadoth and Hebrew
books. The picture at the bottom of the title
page shows a deer; it probably alludes to the
printer’s name.

The printer’s name is not mentioned on
the title page nor anywhere else in the Hag-
gadah. At the time of the publication of this
Haggadah two Hebrew printers were ac-
tive in Fuerth. Hayyim ben Zvi Hirsch es-
tablished a print shop in 1737 and directed
it until his death in 1772. For some time his
tather, Zvi Hirsch ben Hayyim, took part in
the management of the enterprise. Zvi Hirsch
ben Hayyim had operated a printing press in
Wilhermsdorf from 1712 until 1739, when he
moved to Fuerth. There he printed a number
of books, some in collaboration with his son,
others on his own. Rabbi L. Loewenstein in
his study on the Hebrew printing presses of
Fuerth lists this Haggadah as a product of
Hayyim ben Zvi Hirsch.

The beginnings of the Jewish commu-
nity of Fuerth, Bavaria, West Germany, go
back to the 16™ century. The community first
employed a rabbi early in the seventeenth
century. Among Fuerth’s earliest rabbis was
Rabbi Shabbetai Sheftel Horowitz, a son of
Rabbi Isaiah Horowitz, the author of Shelah.
The first Hebrew printing press in the city
was established in 1691. During the eigh-
teenth century the Jewish community grew
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and prospered due to the favorable attitude
of the local authorities. In 1780 the Jewish
population of Fuerth was 2,600. It remained
fairly stable over the next seventy years. Most
of the Jews were engaged in commerce. Un-
til the first quarter of the nineteenth century
the community was a center of Torah studies.
A number of prominent rabbis served there,
among them were Rabbi Aaron Kaidanover
(1660-1667); Rabbi Samuel of Wovdislav
(1691-1694) and Rabbi Josef Steinhart. The
latter officiated from 1764 until his death in
1776. Many students flocked to his Yeshiva in

the city was losing its economic importance
to neighboring Nuremberg.

In 1933 the number of the Jews in Fuerth
was about 2,000. The Nazi era put an end to
the community. Since the end of World War
IT a small community has existed in the city.

The Fuerth Haggadah, 1741, is the four-
teenth Haggadah of cultural interest published
in facsimile by the ORPHAN HOSPITAL
WARD OF ISRAEL as a token of gratitude to
its supporters. Rabbi Munish Weintraub, its
director, has made special efforts to procure
a copy of this rare Haggadah and to have it

the city. reproduced.
In 1875 there were about 3,300 Jews in
Fuerth. Later their number decreased because T. Preschel
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The Vienna Haggadah, 1751

The Haggadah of which a reproduction is
presented here was written and illustrated in
Vienna in the year 1751 by Aaron Schreiber
Herlingen, a well-known artist-scribe.

Schreiber, who hailed from Gewitsch in
Moravia, was active in his profession for a
long period. Some of his works have sur-
vived, including quite a number of Hagga-
doth, the earliest of which was executed in the
year 1727.

Schreiber worked not only for private cli-
ents, but served also as a scribe for the Royal
Library of Vienna and he is described as such
on the title page of our Haggadah.

The text of the Haggadah is written in fine,
large square letters. Several initial words are
in gold and decorated in color.

The Haggadah contains instructions in
Judeo-German for the observance of the Sed-
er, as well as the Judeo-German versions of
the humns Adir Hu, Ehad Mi Yodea and Had
Gadya, as they appear in old Ashkenazi Hag-
gadoth.

It is richly illustrated. The large illustra-
tions, with the exception of the first, are all
modeled on pictures in the famous Amster-
dam Haggadah printed in 1695, which were
widely copied by printers and manuscript art-
ists. In the order of their appearance in the
Haggadah the pictures represent the follow-
ing: The Seder of the Sages at Bnei Brak, the
Four sons, the three Angels visiting Abraham,
Pharaoh’s daughter finding Moses in the Nile,
the Egyptians drowning in the sea, and, final-
ly the Temple in Jerusalem. Series of minia-

40

tures show the Ten Plagues and illustrate the
songs Ehad Mi Yodea and Had Gadya. The
title page is adorned with the figures of Moses
and Aaron, which one finds also on the title
pages of the Amsterdam Haggadah and other
Haggadoth and Hebrew books.

The original size of the Haggadah, with
is preserved in the Rosenthaliana Library in
Amsterdam is 23.1 x 15.2 cm.

In 1751, when this Haggadah was written
in Vienna, there were not very many Jews in
the city. About eighty years earlier, in 1669-
1670, all Jews then in the city, some 2,000
souls, had been expelled.

Before long the absence of the Jews, who
had paid high taxes, was felt by the authorities
and negotiations were begun for their return.
Individual Jews who it was thought could be
of service to the royal court or the city were
permitted to settle in Vienna, but they were
subject to many restrictions. In 1753 there
were only 452 Jews in Vienna in a total popu-
lation of more than 175,000. Though in fol-
lowing decades the Jews contributed greatly
to making the city into a commercial center
by establishing a variety of business and in-
dustrial enterprises, the general prohibition
against their settlement remained in force
and those who had the right of residence
continued to suffer from various inequalities.
As late as 1846 the official Jewish population
was only about 4,000. There were also a large
number of illegal Jewish residents as well as
foreign Jews, mostly Sefardim holding Turk-
ish citizenship, who were exempt from the re-
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strictions in force against Austrian Jews.

The situation changed after the revolution
of 1848, in which Jews participated, and par-
ticularly with the granting of the constitution
in 1867, which gave Jews equal rights. Jews
could now feely settle in Vienna and many
came there from various parts of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, especially from Hungary,
Bohemia, Moravia and Galicia.

In 1856 there were 15,600 Jews in the city.
By 1880 their number had increased to almost
73,000 and by 1910 to more than 175,000.

World War I saw the influx into Vienna of
about 80,000 Jews from Galicia and Bukovina
which had been invaded by the Russians. The
great majority of these later left the city, but
large numbers remained.

In 1934 there were nearly 180,000 Jews in
Vienna, constituting about ten percent of the
entire population. Vienna was one of the larg-
est Jewish communities in Europe. Jews were
very prominent in the economic and cultural
life of the city. Vienna was the home of well-
known rabbis and men of Jewish scholarship
and of Jewish personalities who had attained
world renown because of their achievements
in various fields of human endeavor, especial-
ly in literature and medicine.

After the “Anschluss” of 1938 the persecu-
tion of the Jews in Austria, whose population
was largely anti-Semitic, was much fiercer
than in other parts of Germany. Emigartaion
was possible until 1941 and 136,000 Jews left
Vienna. However many of these emigrants
were subsequently overtaken by the German
armies in their countries of refuge. The Jews
who remained in Vienna were deported. Af-
ter World War I a new Jewish community

41

was formed in Vienna.

The destruction of Vienna’s Jewish com-
munity during the Nazi period was the third
in the long history of the Jews of the city. Jews
are believed to have settled in Vienna in the
tenth century. In the middle of the 14™ cen-
tury the community was the largest in Ger-
many. It was destroyed in 1420-1421 when
part of the 1500 Jews who then lived in the
city were expelled, others were burned at the
stake, and still others committed suicide to
evade forced conversion. A Jewish commu-
nity was again established in Vienna towards
the end of the sixteenth century. This com-
munity was in existence for less than one
hundred years, coming to an end with the ex-
pulsion of 1669-1670.

Prominent rabbis who served the commu-
nity at various periods included R. Isaac ben
Moses (13" century), R. Yom Tov Lipmann
Heller, Shabbetai Sheftel Horowitz and Ger-
shon Ashkenazi (17" century). Samson Wert-
heimer (1658-1724), court banker, statesman,
rabbi, communal leader and philanthropist
was active in Vienna. He was the most in-
fluential Jewish personality of his time, came
to the aid of many Jewish communities, and
himself an erudite scholar, was a great patron
of Jewish learning.

The Vienna Haggadah, 1751, is the six-
teenth Haggadah published by the Orphan
Hospital Ward of Israel as a token of gratitude
to its supporters. Special thanks are due to
the director Rabbi Munish I. Weintraub for
his efforts to reproduce this beautiful manu-
script Haggadah.

Tovia Preschel, 1978
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The Sulzbach Haggadah, 1755

Sulzbach, a town in southern Germany,
never had a large Jewish community, but it
was widely known in the Jewish world for
the many Hebrew and Judeo-German books
which were printed there.!

The establishment of Hebrew printing
presses in Sulzbach in the second part of the
seventeenth century was due in a great mea-
sure to the liberal Duke Christian August, who
was personally interested in Jewish studies.

The first Jewish-owned print shop in the
town was opened in 1669 by Isaak Kohen of
Prague. He remained in Sulzbach for a short
period only, moving from there to Wilherms-
dorf, where he was active as a printer for
about twenty years.

In 1684 Moses ben Uri Shraga Bloch was giv-
en permission to open a Hebrew printing press.
After his death, about 1693, the print shop was
continued by his sons. In 1699 it was taken over
by Aaron Fraenkel, who had settled in Sulzbach
in 1673 and had married Blochs daughter Bula.
Fraenkel, who was a son of Rabbi Uri Lippman
of Vienna and had lived in that city until the
expulsion of the Jews in 1669-1670, headed the
printing press for twenty years. He was suc-
ceeded by his son Meshullam Salman, who
was in charge for more than four decades. This
was the most flourishing period of the print
shop, whose books were sold all over Europe.
The printing of the Talmud brought Meshul-
lam Salman into a dispute with competitors in
Amsterdam; Europe’s leading rabbis of the time
became involved in the controversy. The print

shop existed until 1851, remaining to the end in
the possession of Bloch’s descendants.

In the years 1839-1846 another Hebrew
printer, H. Frank, was also active in Sulzbach.
More than thirty edition of the Haggadah were
printed in that town. Almost all of them were
produced by the presses of Bloch's successors.

The Haggadah which is reproduced here
was printed in 1755 by Meshullam Salman.
Like many other Haggadoth of the period it
shows the influence of the illustrated Hag-
gadah, printed in Amsterdam in 16945. It
features an abridged version of Don Isaac
Abravanel’s commentary and the short eso-
teric commentary “Perush Al Pi HaSod” as
well as the Judeo-German versions of the
hymns “Adir Hu,” “Ehad Mi Yodea” and “Had
Gadya,” all of which appear in the famous
Amsterdam Haggadah.

The two Haggadoth differ in the illustration
of their title pages, but both show the figures
of Moses and Aaron, who appear frequently on
title pages of Hebrew books of the period.

The Sulzbach Haggadah, 1755, is another
Haggadah of major cultural interest, pub-
lished by the Diskin Orphan Home as a token
of gratitude to its friends and supporters. This
Haggadah is very rare. Many thanks to Mr.
Stephen P. Dutchslag, Attorney at Law, Chica-
go, IL, who was kind enough to place his copy
at the disposal of Rabbi Munish Weintraub,
director of the institution, who invested great
efforts to have it reproduced.

T. Preschel, 1985

1 About the Jewish community of Sulzbach see: M. Weinberg, Geschichte der Juden in der Oberpfalz; V. Herzogtum Sulzvach
(1927); B.Z. Ophir/ F. Wiesemann, Die Juedischen Gemeinden in Bayern 1918-1945 (1979). The Jewish print shops of Sulzbach
and their activities were described by M. Weinberg in the Frankfurt Johrbuch der Juedisch-Literarischen Gesellschaft, vol. 1

(1903), vol. 15 (1923), vol. 17 (1926), vol. 21 (1930).
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The Babad Haggadah, 1769

One of the causes of the renaissance of
the illumination of Haggadoth, Esther scrolls
and other religious manuscripts during the
eighteenth century, was the rise of new cir-
cles of wealthy court Jews, who endeavored
to “imbue every circumstance of Jewish reli-
gious life with an atmosphere of luxury and
beauty”" Though numerous editions of the
printed paper Haggadah were available, they
preferred to commission scribes with artistic
abilities to produce illuminated, multicolored
manuscript Haggadoth on parchment.

The original of the Haggadah, a facsimile
of which is presented here, was competed in
Amsterdam on Tuesday, the first day of Rosh
Hodesh Adar I 5529 (1769). The manuscript
artist indicated his name and origin in the
text at the bottom of the title page as well as in
the colophon: Yehoshua ben Rabbi Mordecai
Babd of Walcz.?

The Babads were a distinguished family of
rabbis, who played a very important role in
the life of Polish Jewry. The name is an ac-
ronym of the Hebrew Benei Av Beth Din (the
children of the Av Beth Din).

The scribe also informs us that he is a de-
scendant of the author of Ir Binyamin, a book
about the Aggadoth of the Tamud. The au-
thor, Rabbi Binyamin Zeev Wolf Romaner,

served as rabbi in Lakacze (Wolyn), Zmigrod
(Galicia), Dessau and Metz. The two parts
of his book were printed in Frankfurt on the
Oder (1698) and in Fuerth (1722), respec-
tively.

The Haggadah like most manuscript Hag-
gadoth of the eighteenth century, is modeled
after the 1695 and 1712 Amsterdam Hagga-
doth, whose copper plate illustrations were
widely copied and imitated by artists and
printers.

The illustrations, in the order of their ap-
pearance in the Hagadah, represent the fol-
lowing: The Seder of the Sages in Bnei Brak,
the Four Sons, Abraham destroys the idols of
this father, the three angels visiting Abraham,
Moses slaying the Egyptian, Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter finding Moses, the exodus of the Israelites,
the plague of the frogs, Moses and Aaron be-
fore Pharaoh, a series of miniatures depicting
the Ten Plagues, the Israelites crossing the
sea, the giving of the Law, the Passover meal
in Egypt, the Israelites’ hard labor, David at
prayer, Nissan-whose zodiacal sign is Aries-
the month of the the exodus, and the Temple
in Jerusalem.

All pictures, with the exception of those
showing the month of Nissan and the Israel-
ites’ hard labor, are based on the illustrations

11 See Ernest M. Namenyi “The illumination of Hebrew Manuscripts after the Invention of Printing” in Jewish Art (edited by

Cecil Roth, 1971, p. 156).

2 In lllustrated Haggadoth of the Eighteenth Century, published by the Israel Museum {see below note 5}, the manuscript
artist’s place of origin is given as Wolletz, which, probably, is the place by that name in East Germany. It is more likely that

Walcz in Poland is meant here.
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of the 1712 Amsterdam Haggadah.

The title page is adorned with the figures
of Moses and Aaron, who are also found on
the title pages of the Amsterdam Haggadoth
and as well as on the title pages of many other
printed Hebrew works. The illustration on
top of the title page represents Jacob’s dream.’

This Haggadah, like the Amsterdam Hag-
gadoth, presents the instructins for the obser-
vance of the Seder in Hebrew, Judeo-German
and Judeo-Spanish, features both the Ash-
kenazi and the Sefardi versions of the Grace
after Meals, and contains the Judeo-German
versions of the songs Adir Hu, Ehad Mi Yodea
and Had Gadya. There are only short expla-
nations of the “order” of the Seder and of Had

and beautifully written, but is not vocalized.

The original of this Haggadah is in the
possession of Jewish National and University
Library in Jerusalem Ms. 4-540. It is written
on parchment and the illustrations are in col-
or. Four years ago it was shown in the Israel
Museum in an exhibit of illuminate Hagga-
doth of the eighteenth century.5

The Babad Haggadah, 1769, as we chose
to call it for its scribe and illustrator is a Hag-
gadah of artistic and historic interest. Rabbi
Munish Weintraub, deserves our thanks for
his great efforts in preparing the first printed
edition of this illuminated manuscript Hag-
gadah, to be presented to the friends and sup-
porters of the Diskin Orphan Home in Jeru-

Gadya.* salem.
The illustrations reveal considerable artis-
tic skill. The text of the Haggadah is clearly Tovia Preschel
March 1987
Acknowledgement

We wish to express our thanks to Mr. Refael Weizer and the directors of the Jewish National and Uni-
versity Library of Jerusalem for having granted us permission to reproduce this Haggadah Ms. Heb. 4-540.

3 See note 4 in Hebrew article.
4 See note 5 in Hebrew article.

5 On the occasion of the exhibit the Israel Museum published llustrated Haggadoth of the Eighteenth Century (Hebrew-
English) by Haviva Peled-Carmeli. It contains comments on some pictures of our Haggadah.
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The Kjttsee Haggadah of 17s2

For centuries after the invention of printing
in Europe, the use of handwritten books was
still widespread. There were always individu-
als who preferred, particularly on festive occa-
sions, to use a book written by a master scribe.
This was particularly so with regard to the Hag-
gadah, which is one of the few Hebrew religious
books to be illuminated and illustrated.

Quite a number of handwritten and hand-
illustrated Haggadoth have come down to us
from the eighteenth century. We also know the
names of several scribe-illustrators who were
active during that period. One of these was
Hayyim b. Asher Anshel, who apparently was
quite prolific. He lived in Kittsee, one of the
“Seven Jewish Communities” of Burgenland
in Austria, which were noted even until mod-
ern times for their piety. The “Sheva Kehilloth”
were destroyed in the spring of 1938 when, fol-
lowing the “Anschluss,” the Nazis expelled the
Jews from Burgenland.

Several writers have published descriptions
of Haggadoth written by the scribe of Kittsee.
Professor Alexander Scheiber of Budapest pub-
lished five studies about our scribe. He was able
to discover some facts about his life and several
of his creations which had not been known be-
fore. Hayyim b. Asher Anshel was a teacher in
Kittsee. His salary apparently was not suthcient
to support him, and for this reason, but also
because of his artistic inclination, he engaged
in the writing and illustrating of prayer books.
Generally he only illustrated the title page; on
the inside pages he merely illuminated the be-
ginnings of various chapters. In some of his
works, however, there are illustrations also on
the text. According to Scheiber’s most recent

53

study, which appeared in 1971, twenty-two
works of the scribe, including 13 Haggadoth,
were known. They were written between the
years 1741 and 1782.

The Kittsee Haggadah, which is reproduced
here, was discovered only two years ago. It was
written by Hayyim b. Asher Anshel in 1782.

As with some of his other creations, Hayy-
im b. Asher Anshel did not sign his name on
the Haggadah, but everything about this book
indicates that this is his work.

The title page is adorned with colored pic-
tures: Two eagles, the figures of Moses and
Aaron, and two human faces. Similar illus-
trations appear also on the title pages of other
works of our scribe.

In addition to the illustrations of the title
page, there are smaller colored pictures adorn-
ing the beginnings of several sections. The
script is extremely beautiful.

The Haggadah contains instructions in
Judeo-German for the observance of the Sed-
er as well as the Judeo-German versions of
the hymns Adir Hu, Ehad Mi Yoden and Had
Gadya, as they appear in printed Ashkenazi
Haggadoth of that time.

The Haggadah is written on paper. The
original sheet following the title page is miss-
ing. It was replaced by another, inscribed by a
later hand.

This is the thirteenth Haggadah published
by the Orphan Hospital Ward of Israel. Its di-
rector Rabbi Munish I. Weintraub deserves our
thanks for reproducing this manuscript Hagga-
dah to grace the Seder table of the supporters of
this worthy institution.

Tovia Preschel



771 - TWIY 22D I YIIP

YIpN MR RMOLIRP N

99D

rop
959 DR DML oY) BIRYY Brtish rrsa op
&5 - owan be by pasonn oaupb e« omewpS
2w 39y S moean oy - e Sy ySee e
$39803) © BIRIAY 9T BTN AYAIRINEY) * Brer gy
2BDY 139 13pY WA 5P ¢ BMAR DIDT3 sbeaw mipon
2R+ @Yeyvd mbpb oin o mowy oo nevwrs

PP3 DD
RI1DOND

PE> YIpD v

54



177D - VI NRIY IKD YIIp

The Karlsruhe Haggadah, 1796

Jews settled in Karlsruhe, Germany, not
long after its establishment in 1715 by Karl
Wilhelm, the margrave of Baden-Durlach,
who called upon people to come there irre-
spective of their religious affiliation, promis-
ing them a variety of privileges. In 1733, 282
Jews were living in Karlsruhe. By 1800, their
number had risen to 551, forming 7.6% of the
total population. In 1900 the city had almost
108,000 inhabitants, 2577 of whom were Jews.
The respective figures for 1925 were approxi-
mately 146,000 and 3,400.

In the period between the two World
Wars, there were three Jewish community or-
ganizations in Karlsruhe: the Orthodox Adass
Jeschurun, whose founders had seceded from
the main community in 1869, and the com-
munity of East-European Jews who had come
to Karlsruhe in the beginning of the 20™ cen-
tury and after World War L

Karlsruhe’s Jews, most of whom were eco-
nomically secure — some of them playing a
prominent role in the public, commercial and
cultural life of the city — boasted a variety of
religious, cultural, educational, charitable, so-
cial and other institutions and societies.

After the Nazis’ rise to power in 1933
many Jews emigrated. On October 28, 1938,
all adult male Jews who were Polish nationals
were deported to the Polish border. The wives
and children of most of these men later on
elected to join them.

During the Kristallnacht pogroms (No-
vember 9-10, 1938), Jews were arrested and
maltreated. Many were sent to the concentra-
tion camp of Dachau. Jewish houses of wor-
ship were set on fire and Jewish homes and
shops were broken into.

On October 22, 1940, 893 Jews from Karl-
sruhe and neighboring Durlach (which in 1938
was incorporated into Karlsruhe) were deport-
ed to and interned in Gurs in Vichy France.

In 1942-1945, about 390 Jews were de-
ported to Auschwitz, Theresienstadt and oth-
er places. A number of Jews who were mar-
ried to Aryans and were not deported, as well
as some Jews who were hidden by Germans,
survived the war in the city. In December
1945, the local survivors and Jewish returnees
organized the Jewish community anew.!

Prominent spiritual leaders of Karlsruhe's
Jews included Rabbi Nethanel Weil, who stud-
ied with Rabbi Abraham Broda in Prague. He
served the community from 1750 until his
death in 1769, when he was succeeded by his
son Rabbi Jedidiah (Tiah) Weil, who in turn
was succeeded by Rabbi Asher Loew, a son of
Rabbi Aryeh Leib Guenzberg, the author of
response Shaagat Aryeh.

Rabbi Nethanel Weil prevailed upon the
Karlsruhe printer, L.J. Held, to open a Hebrew
department in his print shop. The first Hebrew
book the latter produced was Rabbi Weil’s
Korban Netanel (1755), a commentary on

1 The brief account of the history of the community is based on the study about the Jews of Karlsruhe in Pinkas HaKehillot,

published by Yad Vashem.
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the Rosh to the Orders of Moed and Nashim.
(Korban Netanel was eventually included in
all Talmud editions which feature the Rosh.)

After the death of Held, Hebrew printing
in Karlsruhe was continued by others. Over
a period of 86 years (1755-1841) the Hebrew
presses in Karlsruhe produced more than 90
publications in Hebrew and Judeo-German.?
Included in these were several Haggadoth—
all of which were printed within the short
span of ten years—among them Haggadoth
with a Judeo-German translation (around
1790), a Haggadah with a commentary (Mar-
beh LeSaper) by Rabbi Jedidiah (Tiah) Weil
(1791), and the Haggadah of which a facsimi-
le is presented here (1796).°

According to its title page, this Hagga-
dah includes “beautiful and pleasant illustra-
tions”—but they are not found there.

The Haggadah text is accompanied by
instructions in Judeo-German for the obser-
vance of the Seder and by the Judeo-German
versions of the hymns Adir Hu///" Echad Mi
Yodea and Had Gadya. The Judeo-German is
printed in Ashkenazic mashait script.

The reader will notice that the word “Rab-
bi” is vocalized “Ribbi” (Ribbi Eliezer, Ribbi
Akiva, etc.) This is not an error of vocaliza-
tion. The reading “Ribbi” has a long tradi-
tion is Hebrew literature. Rabbi Simon ben
Zemach Duran (14-15 cent.)remarks in his
commentary on the Ethics of the Fathers (Ma-
gen Avot) that in olden times the reading had

been Ribbi. This reading, which is still in
vogue in various non-Ashkenazi communi-
ties, occurs in some Ashkenazi books as late
as the 19 century.

The original copy of the Karlsruhe Hag-
gadah, of which this is a facsimile, has been
in the possession of the Bamberger family
for about 150 years. It has had a checkered
journey since it was printed in Karlsruhe.
The Haggadah was in the possession of Rabbi
Seligman Baer Bamberger, “The Wuerzburger
Rav” (1807-1878), a forceful and staunch de-
fender of German Orthodox Judaism in the
19™ century. His son and successor, Nathan
Bamberger (1842-1919), rabbi of Wuerzburg
left the Haggadah to his son, Moses Bamberg-
er (1886)1962), who took it to Copenhagen,
Denmark. During World War II while Den-
mark was occupied by the Germans, and the
Jews had to flee to Sweden in 1943, where they
lived for 18 months, the Haggadah remained
in Copenhagen. It came to the United States
in 1956.

The Diskin Orphan Home of Israel is
pleased to present a facsimile of the Karl-
sruhe Haggadah, 1796, as a Passover gift to its
friends and supporters. We are all indebted
to Rabbi Munish Weintraub, director of the
Diskin Orphan Home, for his great efforts to
have this Haggadah reproduced.

Rabbi D. I. Nathan Bamberger
Tovia Preschel, 1997

2 See H.D. Ber Friedberg’s chapter on the Hebrew printing in Karlsruhe in his Toledot HaDefus Halvri {Antwerp, 1937) and Y.

Vinograd’s Otzar HaSefer Halvri, part 2 pp. 648-650.

3 See Ozar HaHahaggadot (edited by Y. Yudlov) to be published shortly by the Institute for Hebrew Bibliography, Jerusalem.



177D - VI NRIY IKD YIIp

VPN ,AMaeAd NTaa

O, DV 019R 56 DRoPD R 1oEe s oy
D 7o pen Yo 1h3 ¥ S H7d Dom
3070 e o 303 fhom e 7o o
S ATEL] *ags'? »9 TP ,ta 9 DED OW PES

iy

2o e Yoz ovel rzer towes DESe B ward
:"?’W"ﬁ?ﬁﬁ&; Brw wh o, 39y G ovom 5. by
o 216 Bo vin 25 0aen yus dodas Py da pen o

57



771 - TWIY 22D I YIIP

VPN ,AMaeAd NTaa

0721 LTI 0YYA INvBw fnei AN
,I2TTAT AN RYT TN TRk 00
YIRD NANK T TV LWwTipa wntw
12 07w AN 12 1N T SR

127 TY—1Mna KD MW RN qwna
IRDD DY 1w DY RIT NDIPNA 19N
122,711 MK T LITATWT WK1 20D 17120102
J7121 Sw a1 1101, an

Sy OWwITN L YW N2 71910 N
STWLWTIR YW LMW 0w

JTOD YW TOA PINTY M T R
,A2997 MIYD NK DNW K DX 7Y 219
S7awa 1% 3 whont DN KIwa
Rale ATy

TR KT wnanwn YW aniyn
pasninWphin)an¥y P Riskinpivali/de ta¥ymipny
X921 ,AMan wyn fKN1D MIOWK DBNN
00NN YW DR T Apnyi
JIE%K7n Ny 7Y DPMIRA 2INon
OM1Y TR0 0 TTAmA

0791Y7N2 M9 AN YW INK TnRya
ta i I o LAV W ln (/7205 n thintn 20 o m Lt 1780 m i Vo 1 e
OmwS maw ™27 2% §7orm 1910 wn

DOTI AN AYMOpRW— TTAMA
—T1732 775N MwA INWKRIT nyba
mAaN21 D3 7K1 271092 WhRnwn
J7YPN ,AT1A000 NN DWT INON—0w

N 7 Sy WM NV IRYNT T AN
TS [oDT ANY W PPOTT OMInT
wrn 219 73N NN 00T oM
DUYARNA VIPWW ,T0Mm0 Sm 2
,INODTTA 07N

Swnn .0

58

M2M7opea K3 NNOIBNNT AN
ST TN 072 W A T SV MY AN
YT 130 ,97¥T 810 fwn a0 Tntn
7,7570 DNN” "1193 03 V1T ,AT12008 YW
MMM YIVAT 1209 MK wrIpn amon
TRKIW P 50w nyn manna mam
ST VWA

AKX O 77 bWl T NaTno
27ypn

Nwa 5w NK WX KXW 77810 ONn7
JINWRIT INWRA (AYKNIW RS ,27YPN
27 1K 19K K%Y Y30 SW ANA v K
Pw 127 191 R TYTb-wipaNna
JORDWATIRD TAYpNm NnnT LKINS
"R KAPY 120 SW NI Y 1A%
17T 7129 .90 YW oatp 1 ow 57y
1971712 170715N1 0T WK, N1 072 1T
nwa mvsl 9w N0 SR I
1780121 ,Toon hY wp 1Yva LA7Ypn
aX ,MvDIT YV 79I NWR” pIoi NR WO
JTT NIRT71 01 AIRDAN INKIY DK KD

wn NNIn wImn” n7) 71810 onne
73PN NWA P17 KEPINDA THN ("D
27¥1 T7IK 1N1 720 DYK Y N9 va
R .97¥1 ('ARDOT) P oM 1l
727 1127 IRTW 920 727 Sw Tmbn o
NY113 971 Hoam

;172771 Y7107 WIpA wRtww NN
70PN N2 TM21 123373 ,07170701a
NIW2 INMm Y NOW oW ,A712000 Sw a0
SN

PO T LPTIYY IR 1785 o maw
OB A DM WK Ay AT



177D - VI NRIY IKD YIIp

The Pressburg Haggadah, 1816

The Haggadah, which is reproduced here,
was written and illustrated by Moshe ben
Nathan HaKohen, a disciple of Rabbi Moshe
Sofer, also know as Chatam Sofer, Pressburg’s
famous rabbi. He dedicated it to his master,
who, in turn, presented it to his wife Sarl, as
stated on the title page of the Haggadah.

The manuscript artist completed the Hag-
gadah in the summer of 1816.

The Chatam Sofer married Sarl, who was
a daughter of the celebrated Rabbi Akiva
Eger—then rabbi of Maerkisch-Friedland
and later rabbi of Posen—in 1812. It was
the second marriage for both. He was wid-
owed, she--a widow with two small daugh-
ters. The wedding took place in Eisenstadst,
Burgenland, the birthplace of Rabbi Akiva
Eger, where relatives of the bride resided. The
couple had a large family. Sarl died in 1832.

The Chatam Sofer was born in Frankfort on
the Main in 1762. He studied in his hometown
under Rabbi Nathen Adler and Rabbi Pinhas
Horowitz and was also a student of Rabbi Tevel
Scheuer and his son Michel in Mayence.

After serving as rabbi of Dresnitz, Mora-
via, and Mattersdorf, Burgenland, he was
chosen rabbi of Pressburg in 1806 and held
this position until his death in 1839.

He was known throughout the Jewish world,
both for his vast erudition and exceptional piety.
Recognized as the greatest rabbinic authority
of his time, Halachic enquiries were addressed
to him from far and near. He led the struggle
against those who sought to reform Judaism
and left his imprint on large segments of Hun-
garian Jewry. His numerous disciples spread his
teachings in the communities they served. In-
spired by his love for the Land of Israel and his
support for the Jews living there, a number of
his disciples settled in the Holy Land.

During the one hundred years after his
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death—until the destruction of the commu-
nity in the Nazi era—his post of rabbi and
Rosh Yeshiva of Pressburg was occupied first
by his oldest son and subsequently by his
grandson and great-grandson.

The Chatam Sofer’s writings included re-
sponsa, novellae on the Talmud, sermons and
sacred poetry.

It was his custom to conduct the Seder
until late into the night, many times until one
or two oclock in the morning, translating and
explaining the Haggadah word for word for
the benefit of the children.

His wife had before her the beautiful Hag-
gadah, written by Moshe ben Nathen HaKohen,
with which her husband had presented her.

This Haggadah features in addition to the
text, a German translation—in Hebrew mas-
hait script—with explanatory notes. It is il-
lustrated with several full-page pictures.

On the page following the title page, the
scribe wrote in circles that the Haggadah be-
longed to Sarl, the wife of Rabbi Moshe Sofer,
adding praises for both.

This Haggadah, a reproduction of which
was first issued in Germany in 1924, was
used in Pressburg and, probably, also written
there—hence our title “The Pressburg Hagga-
dah, 1816".

The present facsimile edition was pub-
lished by the Diskin Orphan Home of Israel
for its friends and supporters in appreciation
of their generosity. We are indebted to the
Haggadah collector Mr. Maurice H. Oroden-
ker of Philadelphia and to his wife Edith for
having made available a copy of the original
facsimile edition to Rabbi Munish Wein-
traub, director of the Diskin Orphan Home,
who made great efforts to have this Haggadah
published.

Tovia Preschel
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Trieste Haggadah, 1564

In the summer of 1863 the Trieste Italian-
Jewish monthly “Corriere Israelitico” began
to carry announcements of the forthcoming
publication of a splendid edition of a Hagga-
dah with illustrations, a new Italian transla-
tion and some musical notes.

“In this edition which will certainly sur-
pass in elegance all those that preceded it,
nothing has been left undone to make it per-
“The litho-
graphs inserted in the text, the newly-cast

fect,” the announcement said.

type and the clear print, all combine to create
a work which, no doubt, will be enjoyed by
the Israelite public”

In the spring of 1864 an announcement
in “Corriere Israelitico” informed its readers
that two editions of the Haggadah had ap-
peared, one with the Hebrew text only, the
text having been carefully corrected by A. V.
Morpurgo, and an edition with a new Italian
translation by the aforementioned Morpurgo.

The Haggadah was printed by Colombo
Coen, a bookseller and publisher in Trieste,
who printed Italian as well as Hebrew books.
Abraham Vita Morpurgo was the editior of
“Corriere Israelitico,” which, too, was printed
at Coen’s printing press.

The Morpurgos were an old north-Italian
Jewish family many of whose members had
attained prominence in various fields. In Tri-
este there were several outstanding Morpur-
gos, among them the Hebrew Poetess Rachel
Morpurgo. Rachel, who was greatly learned
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in Jewish tradition, was a Morpurgo by mar-
riage and herself came from a famous Italian-
Jewish family, the Luzzattos.

In his introduction to the Italian transla-
tion of the Haggadah, A.V. Morpurgo names
the artist who illustrated the Haggadah: C.
Kirchmayr. Kirchmayr’s signature can be no-
ticed at the bottom of the decorative border of
the title page; the Haggadah’s illustrations are
signed with the initials C.K. Some encyclo-
pedias of artists list a Cherubino Kirchmayr,
born in Venice in 1848. If that year of birth is
indeed correct, then this artist is probably not
identical with our illustrator, as it is most un-
likely that a fifteen year old would have been
the creator of the Haggadah’s illustrations.
However this possibility cannot be entirely
excluded, because not all the illustrations are
original. Quite a number of them are mod-
eled on the pictures which appeared in the
1609 Venice Haggadah.

In 1864 when our Haggadah was pub-
lished, Trieste was dominated by the Austri-
ans under whose sovereignty it had come as
early as 1382. In 1719 the Austrians declared
Trieste a free port; this gave a great impetus to
the city’s development. The Austrians with-
drew this privilege in 1891 in reaction to the
Italian irredentist agitation, but Trieste con-
tinued to prosper having become the prin-
cipal port of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
largely as a result of the opening of the Suez
Canal in 1869. After World War I the city was



177D - VI NRIY IKD YIIp

annexed by Italy.

The small Jewish community, whose ori-
gins go back to the time before the period of
Austrian domination, grew in the 18" and
19" centuries, Jews coming from far and
near to avail themselves of the commercial
opportunities it offered. The Jews did not
suffer from any major legal disabilities and
though they formed only a very small part of
the city’s population they were prominent in
commerce and trade.

In 1788 the number of Jews in the city was
760. In 1811, 2000 Jews lived there, and on
the eve of World War I about 7000.

After the introduction of racial legisla-
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tion in Fascist Italy (1938) the ca. 5000 Jews
who were the living in Trieste shared the fate
of all the other communities of Italian Jewry.
In 1943 the Germans occupied northern and
central Italy and began deporting the Jews.
After the war about 1500 Jews were in Trieste.
Their number later decreased to about one
thousand.

The Trieste Haggadah is a momento of a pe-
riod of growth and prosperity in the history of
the city’s Jewish community. We are indebted
to Rabbi Munish Weintraub for having spared
no effort to make available to the public a repro-
duction of the beautiful Haggadah.

Tovia Preschel, 1979
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Jewish Press Profile

By Tovia Preschel

Unique Exhibition Of Hebrew Manuscripts
And Printed Books At The N.Y. Public Library

Books displayed in the second section,
which is devoted to the Oral Tradition, in-
clude a volume of the first complete edition
of the Babylonian Talmud, printed by Daniel
Bomberg in Venice (1520-1523), the first edi-
tion of the Turim (piove di Sacco, Italy, 1475)
and the first edition of the Shulhan Arukh
(Venice, 1564-1565). Outstanding among the
manuscripts in this section are three beau-
tifully illuminated copies of Maimonides’
Mishne Torah. One was executed in Ger-
many towards the end of the 13™ century, an-
other in Lisbon in 1471-1472, and the third
in Italy in the 15™ century. The latter is not
complete.

The next section — Prayer Books and Hag-
gadoth — is dominated by manuscripts. Here
you see — among other manuscript Hagga-
doth — a fragment of an illustrated Haggadah
from about the year 1000 which was discov-
ered in the Cairo Geniza, and several color-
tul and lavishly illuminated Haggadoth, in-
cluding the Golden Haggadah, the Ryland’s
Spanish Haggadah and the Kaufmann Hag-
gadah (all written and illustrated in Spain in
the 14™ century) as well as the Bird’s Head
Hagggadag, executed in Germany about the
year 1300. The Bird’s Head Haggadah has
thus been called because most of the figures
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in its illustrations have no head, but bird-like
teatures. The illustrator, apparently for reli-
gious reasons, was unwilling to draw a com-
plete figure.

There is also the Farissol Haggadah, writ-
ten by Abraham Mordecai Farissol in Ferrara
in 1515. Farissol was a Bible commentator
and geographer. His Iggeret Orhot Olam
(Venice, 1586) - displayed else where in the
exhibition - was the first Hebrew book to
contain a description of the New World.

The Prague Haggadah (1526), the first il-
lustrated Haggadah of which complete copies
have been preserved, the famous Amsterdam
Haggadah of 1695 and the Arthur Szyk-Ce-
cil Roth Haggadah, are among the printed
Haggadoth on display.

[luminated Mahzorim on view include
the Catalan Mahzor 14" century), which fea-
tures drawings of Sanctuary vessels and the
sumptuous Tripartite Mahzor, written and
illustrated in southern Germany about 1320.
The Mahzors three parts are in the possession
of three different collections (Library of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest);
The British Library, London’ Staatsbibliothek
Preussischer Kulturbesitz, West Berlin). They
were brought together for the exhibit.

Of the

two unadorned manuscript



177D - VI NRIY IKD YIIp

Mahzorim shown in the section, one was
written by Yehudah Machabeu in Amsterdam
in 1659. In another section is displayed the
scribe’s Sample Book, from which his clients
could choose the script they preferred. The
other Mahzor - seemingly from the 17" cen-
tury — hails from China. It opens like a fan
and its Hebrew letters show the influence of
the Chinese script.

Books and manuscript shown in the last
two sections include an illustrated manuscript
of Maimonides More Nevukhim, executed in
Barcelona in 1348 an illustrated manuscript
of Josef Albo’s Sefer Halkkarim (central Ita-
ly, circa 1460-1470)’ the first printed editions
of Nathan ben Yehiel’s Arukh (Rome, circa
1469-1472)and of Bahya ben Joset’s Hovot
HaLevavot (Naples, 1489); Abraham Bar Hi-
yyas Tzurat HaAretz on astronomy (Basle,
1546); Toledot Ya’akov Yosef by Rabbi Jacob
Joset HaKohen of Polonnoye (Koretz, 1780),
the first Hasidic book to appear in print; and
Jossipon, published in Calcutta in 1841.

A companion volume to the exhibition,
containing scholarly essays on various as-
pects of the Hebrew book, was published by
the New York Public Library in cooperation
with Oxford University Press. I will still come
back to this important publication, but here
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I should like to quote from “The Hebrew
Manuscript as Source for the Study of Histo-
ry and Literature,” which my good friend D.
Menahem Schmelzer, renowned authority on
Hebrew manuscripts, has contributed to the
volume. His concluding words describe accu-
rately the growing interest in Hebrew manu-
scripts:

“Since the Holocaust, the appreciation
of Hebrew manuscripts as testimony to the
spiritual and historical greatness of destroyed
Jewish life has assumed new dimensions.
The overwhelming loss of Jewish treasures
during the Third Reich has made the survi-
vor generation much more conscious of the
need for the preservation of what remains.
The dramatic upsurge in Jewish studies, in
Israel and in the United Sates, has led many
scholars to the study and publication of He-
brew manuscripts. Through the ready avail-
ability of modern technology, microfilming,
computerization, and the industry, scholars
have had already been achieved. Progress will
undoubtedly continue, and still-hidden trea-
sures preserved among the leaves of Hebrew
manuscripts will come to light: to enrich, to
instruct, and to add to our understanding of
the Jewish heritage”

The Jewish Press, 11-28-1988
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Letters to the Editor

To THE EDIToR:

I read with great interest Rabbi Adam
Mintz' “Words, Meaning and Spirit:
The Talmud in Translation”, The
Torah u-Madda Journal 5 (1994).

Rabbi Mintz deals largely with
the attitude of leading rabbis to the
translation of the Talmud and it is,
probably, for this reason that he did
not mention a Hebrew translation of
three tractates of the Babylonian Tal-
mud which was published in Israel
between 1952 and 1960. This transla-
tion did not elicit any public com-
ment by rabbinic authorities.

The Razal Company was found-
ed in the 1940's for the purpose of
publishing the Babylonian Talmud
with 2 Hebrew translation, accompa-
nied by a new commentary, variant
readings and source references. The
late Prof. Jacob Nachum Epstein,
Professor of Talmud at the Hebrew
University, was named general edi-
tor. In all, three tractates were pub-
lished: Baba Kamma, translated and
explained by Dr. Ezra Zion Melamed
(1952); Baba Batra, translated and
explained by Prof. Shraga Abramson
(1958); and Baba Mezia, translated
and explained by Dr. Moses Nahum
Zobel and Prof. Hayyim Zalman
Dimitrovsky, and edited by Dr. E. Z.
Melamed (1960). The volumes, in
which the text of the Talmud and the
Hebrew translation appear side by
side, were published by the Dvir and
Massada publishing houses. Prof. Ep-
stein, who died in 1952, edited Baba

Kamma and examined the first four
chapters of the Baba Batra edition,
The late Prof. Mordecai Marga-
Hot, author and editor, authority on
Midrashic and early rabbinic litera-
ture, told me that he had been
among the first to be approached by
Prof, Epstein to collaborate on this
project and was asked to prepare 2
sample translation. During a visit to
the Hazon Ish zz”}—Prof, Margaliot's
father was on very friendly terms
with him—the latter asked him about
his work and studies. When told of
the project to translate the Talmud
into Hebrew, the Hazon Ish ex-
pressed his opposition to the project.
He said, “Zol'n zei nisht meinen as
men ken lernen Gemore un a reb-
ben” (let them—people—not believe
that one can study the Talmud with-
out a teacher). Following his conver-
sation with the Hazon Ish zz", Prof,
Margaliot withdrew from the project.
The scope of Rabbi Mintz' fine
study did not call for a listing of all
the various translations of the Tal-
mud, May 1, therefore, be permitted
to mention that besides Rabbi Stein-
saltz's edition, another Hebrew trans-
lation of the Talmud has been pub-
lished in Israel: Talmud Bavli ‘im
Targum ‘luri Meforash by Shimon
Ben-Shemen. In this edition, the tal-
mudic text is provided with punctua-
tion marks and is accompanied by
an elucidated Hebrew translation.
Other features designed to help the
student include tranpslations of Ara-
maic words and biographical notes
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206

about Tannaim and Amoraim.

Only a few tractates of this edi-
ton have appeared thus far. I have
seen the following: Ta‘anit (1966),
Mo'ed Katan (1967), Megillab (1967),
Hagigah (1968), Baba Kamma
(1971), Baba Mezia (1978) and Baba
Batra (2 vols,, 1979-1981).

In addition, several other He-
brew translations have appeared.
Rabbi Nissim Benjamin Chana (1882-
1962) was a native of Algeria, served
as a rabbi in various countries, and
for the last 15 years of his life was
Sefardi Chief Rabbi of Haifa. He
translated into Hebrew the tractates
Kewbot, Kitddushin, Baba Kamma,
Baba Mezia and Baba Batra of the
Babylonian Talmud. It seems, how-
ever, that only Kiddushin (1968), Ke-
tubot (1969) and Baba Mezia (1972)
were printed. These editions feature
only the translated text together with
explanatory notes (I have seen only
the translations of Ketubot and Kid-
dushitn),

In 1968, the “Organization for
Talmud-Ilustration and Orzl-Tora
Exploration” (this is the official En-
glish title of that body) of Tel Aviv
published a Hebrew translation of
tractate Bezab (Yom Touv) of the
Babylonian Talmud. This edition fea-
tures reproductions of the original
Talmud pages (with the talmudic text
fully vocalized) and, on opposite
pages, the Hebrew translation of the
text, accompanied by a commentary
and illustrations. The translation and
commentary were prepared by Abra-
ham Arazi. The volume also contains
special features, some in English, to
help the student. Six years later, the
organization published a translation
of the wractate Rosh Hasbanab in the
same format. The translation and
commentary were prepared by She-
muel] Dov Gevaryahu-Gottesmann
with E. Rubin as editor. The special
features in Hebrew include an essay
on the Hebrew calendar. Rabbi Y. Y.

The Torab U-Madda Journal

Baruch Rabinowitz (Grand Rabbi of
Munkacz), Chief Rabbi of Holon,
served as chairman of the editorial
board of both volumes. Prominent
rabbis who were associated with the
project included the late Rabbi 1. Y.
Unterman, Chief Rabbi of Israel, and
the late Rabbi Dr. Kalman Kahana,
Poalei Agudat Israel leader.

In 5733 (1972-73), Mordecai Le-
vanon published Tractate Berakbot
of the Babylonian Talmud with a
Hebrew translation, notes and expla-
nations in Jerusalem. The talmudic
text (with Rashi and Tosafot) and the
Hebrew translation with notes and
explanations were printed on oppo-
site pages. The author mentions in
his introduction that, in 1938-1939, a
Hebrew translation. of tractate Bera-
kbot by Rabbi Jozef Fromowicz was
printed in Warsaw. (A copy of that
edition is found in the New York
Public Library) The original text (in
smaller type) and the Hebrew trans-
lation (in larger type) are printed
side by side. The Hebrew translation
is accompanied by a commentary.
Some additional features to help the
student are printed at the end of the
volume. '

I have listed here only Hebrew
translations of entire talmudic trac-
tates,

Sincerely,
Tovia PRESCHEL
Brooklyn, New York:

To THE Epitor:

In his informative essay, “Words,
Meaning and Spirit; The Talmud in
Translation,” Rabbi Adam Mintz
demonstrates a fine intuitive sense in
concluding that even some of the
rabbinic authorities who issued
baskamot for the Schottenstein
Talmud did so with ambivalence,

For at least one noted rabbi,
however, ambivalence ultimately
turned into active opposition. In
1991, Rabbi Menashe Klein prepared
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Jewish Press Profile
By Tovia Preschel

The Talmudic Encyclopedia’s New Volume

A short time ago the 19" volume of the
Talmudic Encyclopedia was published. The
appearance of each new volume of this mon-
umental work is a Yoma Tava LeRabbanan,
a day of joy for rabbis and scholars - for the
Talmudic Encyclopedia is the rabbinic liter-
ary work par excellence of our generation.

This is the fourth volume of the encyclo-
pedia to appear since the death in 1978 of its
architect and editor-in-chief, Rabbi Shlomo
Yosef Zevin, at the venerable age of over nine-
ty.

During most of his more than 35 years of
service as editor-in-chief of the encyclopedia,
Rabbi S.Y. Zevin decided which subjects were
to appear as separate entries and established
the structure, scope and definition of each
article. In addition to writing articles of his
own, he checked all the submitted entries and
rewrote them in his brilliant, original neo-
rabbinic style.

In the final years of his life, members of
the encyclopedia’s staff actually acquired Rab-
bi Zevin's style; as a result the encyclopedia’s
unique style has been preserved.

I remember, about 13 years ago, visiting
Rabbi Yehoshua Hutner, the director general
of the encyclopedia, at Yad HaRav Herzog,
the encyclopedia’s headquarters. Pointing to a
great Talmudic scholar, the author of several
books, Rabbi Hutner exclaimed: “This man

79

has mastered Rabbi Zevin’s style!”

After the death of Rabbi Meir Bar-Ilan
(Berlin), the founder of the Talmudic Ency-
clopedia, Rabbi Zevin eulogized him in an
emotion-laden article in the beginning of the
second volume of the encyclopedia.

The 16™ volume of the encyclopedia, the
first to appear after the death of Rabbi Zevin,
opens with a brilliant essay by Rabbi Yehosh-
ua Hutner depicting Rabbi Zevin as the in-
augurator of a new era in Halakhic literature.
Wrote Rabbi Hutner: “Rabbi Zevin was not
only the creator of a new Halakhic style ...
but also opened a new era, the era of the Tal-
mudic Encyclopedia, whose task and aim it is
to bring about a renaissance of Torah study,
thought and literature ... for the sake of the
truth and the greatness of the Torah”

The new volume of the encyclopedia, like
the other three which appeared after the death
of Rabbi Zevin, is in no way different from
those which had been personally prepared
by the unforgettable, late editor-in-chief. The
entries are well structured and succinctly de-
fined. The material, culled from a wide va-
riety of sources, is presented in precise and
clear language. The writers and editors of the
encyclopedia have conscientiously and faith-
fully followed the paths mapped out for them
by Rabbi Zevin!

Many entries in the new volume deal with
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the difficult and little-studied laws of Tohora
and Tumah, some of them spreading over
tens of pages (included are also a list of the
degrees of uncleanliness and a diagram show-
ing the ways in which Tumah can be com-
municated). Among other entries are: Tovat
Hanaah, Tumtum, Toeh BiDvar Mitzva and
Toen VeNitan. Two entries Toveh (spinning)
and Tohen (grinding) deal with work for-
bidden on Shabbat. The article Tehol, which
discusses the spleen of animals in connec-
tion with the dietary laws, is accompanied by
sketches of that organ. All entries are divided
into subheadings, each of which is devoted to
a different aspect of the topic. Tal (dew) is
divided into two subheadings which speak of
Tal as it occurs in the liturgy and about Tal as
a moisture rendering produce susceptible to
uncleanliness, respectively. Tovei Halr (rep-
resentatives of the town) contains material

80

on their authority, function, election and ap-
pointment and more.

The handsome volume—of more than
350 pages of double columns—like the pre-
ceding volumes of the Talmudic Encyclope-
dia, will be a welcome addition to the library
of every Yeshiva, Shul and Torah scholar. Two
years ago, Rabbi Yehoshua Hutner, during a
visit to this country, suggested to the leader-
ship of the Rabbinical Council of America
that they sponsor a volume of the encyclope-
dia in honor of Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveichik.
The suggestion was gratefully accepted and
the new volume carries a dedication—in
reverence and in esteem—to Rabbi J. B. So-
loveichik by his students and disciples.

Blessed be those who worked on that
great Torah volume as well as those who con-
tributed towards its publication!
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TALMUD, tal'madd, the most important work
of religious law in post-Biblical ‘}u.daism. The
hasic text of the Tahnud is the Mishnah (Mishna),
a codification of oral law. The other part of the
Talmud is called the Gemara, which contains dis-
cussions of the Mishmah., The Gemara exists in
two major forms, the Babylonian and the Pale-
stinian, but the Mishnah is the saume for both.

Rols of the Talmud in Judaism. The laws of
the Talmud were binding on every Jew. Post-
Talmudie rabbis could interpret these laws and
hand down rulings on new problems on_ their
basis, but they were not authorized to abolish
any.
y!ﬁntii the 18th century, when many Jews dis-
carded certein religious beliefs and practices, the
Talmud regulated every aspect of Jewish life,
private or public. Until then, individuals or
groups who did not recognize the authority of
the Talmnd found themselves excluded from the
Jewish cormunity. In modern times a significant
segment of the Jewish people still adheres strictly
to the laws of the T almucf.) (Others observe them
to u lesser degree or not at all

The Talmud was studied by laymen as well
as rabbis. The constant study of the Law, which
primarily meant the Talmud, was a religious com-
mandment imcumbent upon all, No male Jew,
whatever his age or status, was free from that
obligation. Every young Jew received instruction
in the Talmud in the Jewish primary school, and
many continued their studies in yeshivot, higher
institutions of Talmudic learning.

Over the centuries a large rabbinic literature
has been composed on the Talmud., It may be
divided into two groups. The Arst contains works
on the practical nﬁpiimtiﬁn of the Talmudic laws,
including post-Talmudic regulations and customws,
in addition to codes, commentaries on codes
and rabbinic responses, The second is concerned
primarily with theoretical study and includes
commentaries, supercommentaries, and novelle,
The Babylonian Talmud was studied much more
than the Palestinian Talmud, Consequently, a
much larger literature has grown up around it,
See also Jewism Hwsrory awp Socigry-—Wor
of the Talmud.

Until modern times the attitude of the Chris-
tian church to the Talmud was determined by a
hostile attitude toward the Jewish religion. The
Talmud was attacked, defamed, and censored.

Thy Mishnoh, Judaism distinguishes between
two chief sources of Jewish law., The first is
the Whritten Law—the Torah, or Pentateuch.
The second is the Oral Law, or ancient traditions,
which contains additions to and explanations of
the Written Law, transmitted over generations by
word of mouth, Both Written and Oral laws are
ifxeid to be of divine origin and of equal binding
oree,

The Mishnah {Hebrew for “repetition”) was
the first systematic codification of the Oral Law,
Its origing go back to the period of the Second
Jewish Cormmonwealth (838 p.c. to T A.D.).
In time the origingl Mishnah came to include
new customs and legal institubions as well as the
individual views of teachers on disputed matters.
From the st century a. b, a number of teachers
evolved different versions of the Mishnah re-
flecting their particular points of view, About
200 a. p., Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi, called the Prince,
the spiritual leader of Palestinian Jewry, made a
final edition of the Mishnah, incorporating in it
parts of sarlier versions. Those parts that were

TALMUD

not incorporated inte Judal's edition became
known as Baraithot {Baraita}, Aramaic for “ex-
ternal.” Some of these parts were later collected
inte a separate work called Tosephta {Tosefta),
Aramaic for “addition.”

The language of the Mishnah is Hebrew. It
is simpler than that of the Bible and different in
vocabulary and syntax. The laws are set forth in.
the form of general rvules and of concrete ex
amples.  Occasionally, actual cases are cited
Generally, no reference is made to the Biblical -
texts on which the laws are based. o

The Mishnah is divided into six orders; {1}
Zeraim {“seeds” }, laws on agricultural work and
on the share of the priests, Levites, and poor in
the agricultural harvest; {2) Moed {“appointed
seasons” ), laws regarding the observance of the )|
Sabbath, the festivals, and fast days; (3) Nuashim ¢
(“women”), laws for marriage and divoree; (4)7
Nezikin (“damages” ), eivil and eriminal law; (5}
Kedashim {“holy things”), laws relating to the
Temple and the sacrificial service; and (6) Toho.
rot {“purities” ), regulations on ritual purity o ]
persons and objects. Each order is divided into
treatises, which are subdivided into chapters.
 With the destruction of the Second Temple |
(70 a.p.}, a considerable part of the laws lost:
their practical value. They were retaived in
the Mishnah in the hope that the Temple would ]
be rebuilt in the not too distant future. ;

Rabbis of the 1st and 2d centuries whose:
views are cited in the earlier or Bnal versions
of the Mishnah are referred to as Tennaim, A
maie for “teachers.” They begin with the dis.
ciples of Hillel and Shammai, the founders o
two schools of rabbinic interpretation. Among)
the important Tannaim were the rabbis Gamaliel
Gamaliel 11, Bliezer ben Hyrcanus, Johanan ben)
Zakkai, Eleazar ben Azarigh, Joshua, Ishmael
Tarphon, Akiva, Meir, Simeon ben Gamaliel I/
Jose hen Halaphta, and Judah ben Ilai .

Judah ha-Nasi and his contemporaries were
the last generation of Tannaim. Subsequent
teachers became known as Amorgim, Aramaic]
for “interpreters.” The Amoraim were pot pes]
mitted to dispute the opinions of the Tannaim
merely fo interpret therm.

The Tannaim were also the authors of halakies
Midrashim, expositions of Scripture in the light
of the Oral Law, The origins of the balakic Mid
rashim antedate the beginnings of the Mishnak)
The rabbis explained the laws of the Pentatead]
in conformity with traditional practice, even #
it did not agree with the straightforward mear,
ing of the text. i

Extant works of halakic Midrashim are chisly
the products of the schools of Rabbi Ishmael and
Eabgi Akiva, who were exponents of differen,
rules of Biblical interpretation.

The Gemara, The word “"Gemara” is Arvamak
for “learning.” Rabbi Judah's edition of
Mishnah became established as the authoritativg
code of the Qral Law, and, like its predecesson
was taught and studied orally. It became th]
main subject of study and discussion in
academies of Palestine and Babylonia,

The Amgraim devoted themselves to expound
ing the Mishnah—clarifying its meaning, recor
ciling seeming contradictions, tracing the sourc
of the law and its underlying principles—an
ﬁndinf; solutions to new problems, actual or they
retical. In the pursuit of these objectives the
made use of the Baraithot and halakic Midrashin
They also established principles for inter

e
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sting the language of the Mishnab and evolved
legal concepis.

-The main academies in Palestive in the era
the Aworaim were those of Tiberias, Sep-
oris, and Caesarea; in Babylonia, Nehurdes,
ra, and Pumbeditha, There was 2 steady ex-
aoge of scholars between the countries.

- The discussions of the academies of Palestine
d Babylonia were collected separately, Hence,
ere are two versions of the Taboud-~the Pales-
jan and the Babylonian, The older of the two
the Palestindan Talmud. A minor part of it was
mpiled about the middle of the 4th century
in Caesarea. The major part was compiled
¢ generations later in Tiberias.

The compilation of the discussions of the
Babvlonian academies also was begun in the 4th
ntury, but their redaction took a much longer
e, It was completed only in the 5th century
HRav Ashi, longtime hezui' of the academy of
rg, in cooperation with members of his acad-
y, and by Habina II, the last of the Amoraim,
uixﬁeqﬁentf;, in the 8th century, the Babylonian
Taloud underwent Bnal editing by the Saboraim,
Aramaie for “expounders,” the successors of the

abylonian Amoraim, e
the “Talmud, The deliberations of the Amaraim
concentrated on all the treatises of the Mishnah
regardless of whether the laws they contained
ere operative at that time, However, discus-
sions have not been compiled for every treatise.

In addition to the discussions on the laws of

the Mishnah, the Talmud also contains homiletic
comaments ou Scriptural texts, ethical maxims,
parratives, theological and cosmological views,
popolar medicine and beliefs, folklore, and a
variety of other nonlegal matter, The nonlegal
:ontents of the Talmud form enly a small part of
the Babyvlonian Talnud and & s;ti?l smaller part of
he Falestinian, It is called Haggadah {“narra.
ve''}, & term originally applied only to homiletic
wposition of Scripture. The strictly legal matter
s known as Hafrbcha { Halaka; “rule”).
The non-Hebrew parts of the Palestinian and
Babvionian Talmud are in Western Aramaic and
lastern Aramaic respectively, The former was
cursent in Palestine: the latter, in Babylonia.
The two versions of the Talmud differ also
nethods employed to interpret the Mishnah and
n legal concepts,

Because the Babvlonian Talmud was com-
leted Iater than the Palestinian Talmud, and
& Bahylonian Jewry emerged as the major center of

smrfd lewry, superseding that of Palestine, the
abylonian Talmud came to be recognized as the
jore authoritative of the two.

Editions ond TVronslotions, Handwritten frag-
gents of the Talmud dating from the 8th and
th centuries are extant. The oldest complete
anuscript of the Palestinian Talmud dates from
the 13th century, and that of the Babylonian Tal-
fimud from the ldth century. The first complete
bprinted editions of the Babylonian (1520-~1522)
nd Palestinian Talmud (1523} were published
Yin Venice. The entire Babylonian Taimud has
verr translated into German and English, and
ithe Palestinian Tahnud into French.
Tovia PRESCHEL

TALMUD-TAMANDUA

247

TALON, 1w'lén, Jean {1626-1694), French ad-
ministrator and frst intendant of New France.
He was born in Chilons-sur-Mame, France,
where he was baptized on Jan. 8, 1626, With
administrative experience gained in the French
army and in 10 years as intendant of Hainault,
be arrived in Quebec for his first term, 1665-
1668, a symbol of royal interest in building up
the weak, disorganized colony of New France,
He encouraged immigration and settlement, and
during his administration, the population more
than %ioubleci to about 7,500 people. Attempt-
ing to shift the colony away from sole reliance
on the fur trade, he encowrsged grain and vege-
table cultivation, also hewp, fHax, hops, and the
raising of livestock., Talon fabored to develop in-
dustry, introducing looms, a tannery, and hat fac-
tory, and also cxﬁmimd subsidies for fBsheries
promuoted forestry,
During his second term, 18701672, Talon
bevame more wary of the English and more
awarg of the need for the French to control the
western  American  continent.  He  advocated
French expansion, sending expeditions to Hudson
Bay, Acadia, the Great Lakes, and the upper
Mississiont AT Glonpptnanen - ireat | but New
France lost direction without his encouragement.
Talon died in Paris on Nov. 24, 1694.
Fanes S, Prrreyarn
Oneen’s University, Kingston Ontario

an

TALUS, tiles, in geology, a large sloping pile
or cone of rocks at the foot of a steep mountain-
side or cliff. Talus slopes, the accumulation of
fallen rocks, are always about 35° to the hovizon-
tal. Breccia is formed when such piles consolidate
into a rock.

TAMALE, to-mil'e, & Mexican dish consisting of
highly spiced minced meat and other ingredients
inside a layer of cornmeal dough that is, in turn,
wrapped in corn husks, It is then either baked or
steamed in a kettle, The exact origin of tamales
is not known, but they were eaten by the Aztecs
long before the arrival of the Spanish conguista-
dores,
BETTY Wason
Author of "The Art of Spanish Cooking”

TAMANDUA, to-man-do-wit’, a small, tree-dwell-
ing  anteater  {Tamandua  tetradactyle), also
called the collared anteater, found in forested
areas from southern Mexico to southern Brazil
and Bolivia. Tamanduas grow to 23 inches (38
cm} io length, plus 2 28-inch (B6-cm) tail. The
short, coarse, dense hair is usually colored cream,
tan, or bay, with a “vest” of black extending
from between the hind and front legs to around
the neck, Allawhite and all-black animals are
comnmion.

Tamanduas are solitary animals and are usu-
ally active at any howr of the day. They spend
much of their time in trees, using their prehen-
sile tails as aids in climbing. The middle finger
of the hand is armed with a large powerful claw,
requiring the animals to walk on the outside of
their hands, The claws are used to rip open the
nests of termites and bees. "i’he t;":mimdua’s
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Nahmanides As Biblical Commentator

Nahmanides wrote his commentary on the Torah in his old age. He composed the main part in Spain, but added
to it after his arrival in Erez Israel. In the introduction he states the purpose of his commentary: "To appease the
minds of the students, weary through exile and trouble, when they read the portion on Sabbaths and festivals." It
is an extensive commentary, both on the narrative and legislative part of the Bible. Unlike his most noted prede-
cessors, ¥Rashi and Abraham *Ibn Ezra, who devoted themselves chiefly to the elucidation of individual words
and verses, Nahmanides, though he followed strict philological procedure when he deemed it necessary to
establish the exact meaning of a word, concerns himself mainly with the sequence of the biblical passages and
with the deeper meaning of the Bible's laws and narrative. He makes frequent use of the aggadic and halakhic
interpretations of the talmudic and midrashic sages, but whereas Rashi quotes these without expressing his own
opinions, Nahmanides dwells on them at length, analyzes them critically, develops their ideas, and probes their
compatibility with the biblical text.

The commentary of Nahmanides is more than a mere commentary. It reflects his views on God, the Torah,
Israel, and the world. The Torah is the word of God and is the source of all knowledge. The narratives of the
Bible are not simple records of the past, but are portents of the future. The account of the six days of creation
contains prophecies regarding the most important events of the succeeding 6,000 years, while the Sabbath fore-
shadows the seventh millennium which will be the Day of the Lord, and the accounts told about the patriarchs
foreshadow the history of the Jewish people as a whole. Nahmanides does not hesitate to criticize the patriarchs
when their actions seem to him unjustifiable. According to him (Gen. 12:11), Abraham "unintentionally commit-
ted a great sin,” when, on coming to Egypt, he said out of fear for his life that his wife Sarah was his sister, for
in this way he exposed her to moral corruption; rather, he should have had faith that God would save both him
and his wife. Nahmanides demonstrates great psychological insight when describing the behavior of biblical
personalities. In the story of Joseph the Bible relates that "he fell on his neck and wept on his neck for a while"
(Gen. 46:29). The question arises: Who wept? Jacob or Joseph? It is obvious who is more likely to weep at such
a time, Nahmanides says, the old father who finds his son alive after he had mourned for him as lost, not the son
who has risen to become a king. Nahmanides explains the laws in the light of halakhic tradition. He maintains
that there is a reason for every commandment. The commandments are all for the good of man, either to keep
from him something that is hurtful, to remove from him evil beliefs and habits, to teach him mercy and good-
ness, or to make him remember the miracles of the Lord and to know him. He explains some of the dietary laws
in terms of health regulations; others he interprets as seeking to keep us from eating foods that dull the mind and
harden the heart.

Nahmanides very often quotes Rashi and Abraham ibn Ezra. Despite his great reverence for Rashi, he polemi-
cizes with him. At times he praises Ibn Ezra, but attacks him sharply for those of his views which run counter to
tradition. He holds Maimonides in high esteem, but rejects some of the reasons given in the Guide of the Per-
plexed for the commandments. He regards (Gen. 18:1) Maimonides' view that the visit of the angels to Abraham
was a mere vision to contradict the Bible. Nahmanides was the first commentator to introduce Kabbalah into his
commentary.

The commentary, written in a lucid style, contains many a word of encouragement and solace to the Jewish
people. At the end of the Song of Ha'azinu (Deut. 32), Nahmanides writes: "And behold there is nothing condi-
tional in this song. It is a charter testifying that we shall have to suffer heavily for our sins, but that, neverthe-
less, God will not destroy us, being reconciled to us (though we shall have no merits) and forgiving our sins for
His name's sake alone.... And so our rabbis said: 'Great is the song, embracing as it does the present, the past (of
Israel) and the future, this world and the world to come...." And if this song were the composition of a mere as-
trologer we should be constrained to believe in it, considering that all its words were fulfilled. How much more
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have we to hope with all our hearts and to trust to the word of God, through the mouth of his prophet Moses,
the faithful in all his house, like unto whom there was none, whether before him or after him." Nahmanides'
commentary became very popular and has been widely drawn upon by later commentators. Supercommentar-
ies have been written upon it and kabbalistic treatises have been composed on its kabbalistic allusions (see
below). Bahya b. Asher and Jacob b. Asher incorporated large parts of it into their commentaries. The com-
mentary was printed for the first time in Rome prior to 1480. A scholarly edition based on manuscripts and
early printings, prepared by Ch. D. Chavel, was published in Jerusalem in 1959-60.

The commentary on Job, too, was probably written by Nahmanides in his old age. Nahmanides regards Job

as a historical figure. He intimates that the answer to the problem of the suffering of the righteous and the
prosperity of the wicked — the central theme of the book — is to be found in the belief in the transmigration

of souls. The righteous are punished and the wicked rewarded for their deeds in an earlier life. Comments on
other books of the Bible are found dispersed throughout Nahmanides' writings. His Book of Redemption (Sefer
ha-Ge'ullah) contains comments on various passages of the Book of Daniel. He also wrote a commentary on
Isaiah 52:13-53:12.

[Tovia Preschel]
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same time as another man who appears unkempt, wearing a dirty
suit and looking like a schnorrer (beggar), whom would we ap-
proach first? Clearly we would tend to direct our attention to the
well-dressed man, only afterwards approaching the other. Yet how
do we know that the one whose appearance is more atiractive pos-
sesses more Torah than the other one? In truth, there is no way for
us to determine that. It is only his external aspects that attract us.
Thus we are not greeting the person at all, but his apparel.”

Reb Elyah taught through his deeds as well as through his
words. As a youngster, the well-known newspaper columnist
Tovia Preschel learned under Reb Elyah's tutelage in Yeshivas Fitz
Chaim. Tovia’s home was quite a distance from the yeshivah, so

- whenever he went home for a Shabbos or for any vacation, his re-
turn trip to the yeshivah, by train and subway or bus, fook him
over four hours. He was never able to arrive at the yeshivah very
early in the morning.

When Tovia would come into the yeshivah after a trip home,
Reb Elyah was often in the midst of delivering his daily shiur,
Upon seeing Tovia, Reb Elyah would at once close his Gemara and
tell his students to spend a few minutes reviewing what he had
been teaching until he would return.

He would then take Tovia's suitcase and escort him upstairs to
his own apartment, for Tovia boarded with the Rosh Yeshivah Reb
Elyah himself. Reb Elyah told Tovia that he understood that if he
were arriving at this hour, he must have left before shacharis, and
he certainly could not have had anything to eat. While Tuviah dao-
ened shacharis, Reb Elyah would prepare his breakfast for him, and
only then would he go downstairs to continue giving his shiur.

When he accepted boys into his yeshivah, Reb Elyah would tell
their parents that he would be not only the rebbi of these talmidim,
but that he would serve as their parents as well. “Int fact,” Tovia
Preschel testified, “Reb Elyah saw to our spiritual and physical
needs as no other rebbi could and, in many cases, he cared for us
personally in ways that a great many parents could not.”

Mr. George Jakobovits relates that in his younger years he could

58 / REBELYAH
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The Late Rabbi Mordechai Y. Lainer
on the Occasion of his Sheloshim

Next Sunday evening, the Radzin Beth
HaMidrash of Boro Park will mark the she-
loshim of Rabbi Mordchai Yosef Lainer, the
Radziner Rebbe.

The late Rebbe was a direct descendant and
carried the name of Rabbi Mordechai Yosef
Lainer—a disciple of Rabbi Simcha Bunem of
Pshiskhe and of Rabbi Menahem Mendel of
Kotzk—who founded the Hasidic dynasty of
Izbica-Radzin.

Rabbi Yeruchim Lainer, the father of the
late Rebbe, left Poland in the 1930’s and estab-
lished his Beth HaMidrash in Willesden, Lon-
don. In 1950 he came to the U.S. and settled in
Boro Park. A famous Torah scholar of unusual
erudition, he was at home in the Babylonian
Talmud, in the Palestinian Talmud, in the Mi-
drashim and in the Zohar and in the writings of
the early and later rabbinic authorities.

He corresponded with leading rabbis and
contributed to a variety of Torah journals,
such as Sha’arei Torah, Warsaw; Sinai, Jeru-
salem, and HaPardes, Talpiyoth and HaDa-
rom in the U.S.

He wrote notes on the Palestinian Talmud,
which were included in Grossmann's edition of
the Yerushalmi (New York, 1959), and on Mai-
monides’ Mishne Torah, that were incorporat-
ed in the Pardes edition of the Rambam’s code
(Jerusalem, 1963).

His other writings included a study on the
antiquity of the Zohar, which was published
together with Rabbi David Lurias Kadmut
HaZohar (Netzah, tel Avivi-New York, 1951).

He also wrote about the leaders of the Izbi-
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ca-Radzin dynasty and reprinted some of their
works, notably Rabbi Gershon Hanokh Hena-
kh's writing about Tekhelet.

Rabbi Yeruchim Lainer, who in his writ-
ings defended Rabbi Gershon Hanokh Hena-
kh’s reintroduction of the blue (Tekhelt)
thread of tzitzit, also reprinted, with the aid of
the late Reb Shlomo Michoel Eiger, a promi-
nent Radzin Hasid, Rabbi Gerson Hanokh
Henakh’s monumental Siderei Tohorot on the
tractates Kelim and Oholot.

Rabbi Mordechai Yosef, who was Rabbi
Yeruchims only son, studied at the Yeshiva of
Montreux, Switzerland. After his return to
London, he continued his studies at the city’s
Etz Hayyim Yeshiva. His principal teachers
were the late Rabbi Eliyahu Lopian, famous
exponent of the Mussar movement, and Rab-
bi Nahman Shlomo Greenspan, a Talmudic
scholar of renown, author of rabbinic treatises
and of a book on the development of the Pilpul.

After World War 11, he married the former
Rose Hoffman, who, like him, descended from
an illustrious rabbinical family. Rabbi Yehezkel
Landau and Rabbi Moshe Sofer were among
her forebears; Rabbi David Hoffmann, rec-
tor of the Hildesheimer Rabbinical Seminary,
and Rabbi Jacob Hoffmann, rabbi of Frankfurt,
were relatives.

London's most prominent rabbis, led by
Dayan R’ Yehezkel Abramsky, graced the wed-
ding with their presence in honor of the me-
hutanim: Rabbi Yeruchim Lainer and Rabbi
Moshe Hoffmann.

After Rabbi Yeruchim’s death in the
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summer of 1964, Rabbi Mordechai Yosef
was chosen to succeed him. In addition to
leading his congregation and followers, he
devoted himself to the publication of his
father’s writings and of the words of early
leaders of the Izbica-Radzin dynasty. He was
financially supported in this endeavor by the
aforementioned Reb Shlomo Michoel Eiger.

The first book he put out was Tiferet Yeru-
ham, which included novellae by his father
on Torah and Talmud and some of his father’s
notes and correspondence.

He published, from manuscript, Rabbi
Yaakov of Izbicas Sefer HaZemanim on the
festival of Shavuot and two different editions
of Rabbi Gershon Hanokh Henakh’s Sod Ye-
sharim on the Torah, and reprinted various
works — partly with notes by his father - of the
first leaders of the Izbica-Radzin dynasty.

He also reprinted works by Rabbi Yeruham
Meir Lainer, a son of Rabbi Yaakov of Izbica,
including his index of all Tannaim mentioned
in the Mishna and three booklets, each contain-
ing the last will of a famous rabbi. These were
originally published in Radzin in 1910-1911
and are probably the only Hebrew publications
to have been printed in that town.

Last year, shortly before he fell ill, he pub-
lished a new edition of Rabbi Yaakov of Izbica’s
Haggadah and Sefer HaZemanim.

He did much research on each of the many
volumes he put out. Searching the rich archives
of his father, he printed in HaDarom, the or-
gan of the Rabbinical Council of America un-
published letters, essays and reviews of Rabbi
Yeruchim. Rabbi Gedalia Dov Schwartz, head
of the R.C.A. Beth Din in Chicago and editor of
HaDarom, is a close friend of the Lainer family.
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Rabbi Mordechai Yosef often visited Israel
and was in correspondence with Radzin Ha-
sidim in various countries. He frequently ex-
changed letters with Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Sh-
ragai of Jerusalem, a devoted Hassid of Radzin,
who has written much about Izbica-Radzin.

Rabbi Lainer was greatly esteemed in wide
circles for his fine intellectual qualities, remark-
able memory, kindness, modesty and constant
readiness to help others. His loss is deeply felt
by his family, members of his congregation,
Hasidim of Radzin and his many personal
friends in Israel, England and the U.S. The lat-
ter include the writer of these lines, who has
been an intimate friend of the Rebbe’s and the
Rebbetzin's families for about half a century.

The late Rebbe is survived by his Rebbetzin;
a daughter, Rivka, who is married to Rabbi
Mordechai Aharon Feinstein, a son of Rabbi
David Feinstein and a grandson of Reb Moshe
zt”l; two sons, Rabbi Yaakov, who studied in
Lakewood, and Rabbi Moishe, a student of Ye-
shiva Brisk in Jerusalem; and grandchildren.

Rabbi Yaakov, who is known as an illui,
has been chosen to succeed his father as Reb-
be of Radzin.

Beth HaMidrash Izbica-Radzin of Boro
Park is a place of prayer, learning and chari-
table endeavors - with the devoted support of
Mr. M. Braunfeld, President: Mr. D. Mlynarsky,
Vice President: Mr. J. Verschleisser, Mr. A. Ru-
binstein, Mr. M. Tager, Rabbi S. Hoch (Gab-
bai), Mr. J. Jassy (Gabbai), Mr. Steinberger, Mr.
Brandman: Rabbi Selcer, Rabbi Eisenbach, Mr.
H.M. Spira, Mr. Felsenburg, and many other
worthy and distinguished friends.

From The Jewish Press, February 15, 1991
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